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“12 Days of Christmas” Meaning 
 
I bet your ideal Christmas present doesn’t involve birds, fruit trees or drums.  But then again, I could be 
wrong and you might be looking for an exotic feathered friend, you might be planning ahead for springtime 
planting or you may be starting a rock band.  Maybe, just maybe you’re one of the lucky ones who might just 
get a single golden ring, but probably not all five. So, what does all of this mean. So, where did the inspira-
tion for these specified gifts come from? When do the twelve days of Christmas celebration begin? What’s 
the real meaning behind the “12 Days of Christmas?” While there appears to be quite a few variations on 
the topic. I found this one printed in Parade magazine share-worthy.  
  

What is the period of time that makes up the 12 Days of Christmas? 
 
Many people assume that the twelve days of Christmas would be the days leading up to Christmas Day. This 
may be, in part, because of the emphasis we place on celebrating the start of the Christmas season ahead of 
time with modern traditions like the release of peppermint mochas at our favorite coffee shops and the 24/7 
scheduling of TV holiday movies on Lifetime and Hallmark, which began as early as the end of October!  
However, the actual “twelve days of Christmas” refer to a period of time starting on Christmas Day and end-
ing on January 5. 

 
What is the significance of the 12 Days of Christmas? 

 
The twelve days start with the celebration of Jesus Christ’s birth on December 25 and end on January 5—the 
day before “The Feast of the Epiphany,” which commemorates the arrival of the magi to Bethlehem. 

 
How long have Christians been celebrating the 12 Days of Christmas? 

 
The celebration from Christmas Day until “The Feast of the Epiphany” has been observed since 567! 

 
What is the period of time before Christmas Day called? 

 
While the twelve days of Christmas begin on Christmas Day, there is a different kind of celebration that 
takes place before Christmas Day—an observance known as Advent, which is a reverent period of expecta-
tion and waiting for Christ. This year, Advent will be observed from Sunday, November 29-Thursday, De-
cember 24. 
  

When was the “12 Days of Christmas” song written? 
  
The “12 Days of Christmas” lyrics were first published in 1780 (though they may have existed long before), 
yet the music that accompanies the song that we’re familiar with today, comes from an arrangement from 
1909. 

 
Why was the song “12 Days of Christmas” written? 

 
There are a couple of theories as to why the “12 Days of Christmas” was written. Many historians be-
lieve that the lyrics were first used to mimic popular “memory and forfeit” games from that time, when one 
person would recite a line, the next person would repeat the first line and add an additional line, and so on. 
Others believe that this was written as a catechism song for younger Catholics, holding a deeper meaning or 
“secret code” inside the lyrics than just what you read on the surface (more on that below!). 
 

What are all of the gifts mentioned in the “12 Days of Christmas” carol? 
  
The gifts listed within the “12 Days of Christmas” include a partridge, turtle doves, French hens, calling 
birds, golden rings, geese, swans, maids, ladies, lords, pipers, and drummers. 

https://parade.com/1056227/marynliles/best-bird-names/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/new-testament/how-december-25-became-christmas/
https://parade.com/1092400/stephanieosmanski/new-christmas-tv-movies-2020/
https://parade.com/1092212/alexandra-hurtado/hallmark-christmas-movies-2020-schedule/
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/the-12-days-of-christmas-lyrics-meaning.html
https://parade.com/239666/kimbyers/10-easy-diy-advent-ideas-to-countdown-to-christmas/
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/the-12-days-of-christmas-lyrics-meaning.html
https://parade.com/1239349/michelleparkerton/music-quotes/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/12-facts-about-12-days-christmas-180967569/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/12-facts-about-12-days-christmas-180967569/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resources/advent/customs-and-traditions/the-history-of-the-twelve-days-of-christmas


So, is there a secret code within the “12 Days of Christmas” lyrics? 
 

Possibly! Legend has it that the Catholic Church did read the “12 Days of Christmas” lyrics with additional 
meaning, where each of the twelve gifts represented something significant from the beliefs of Christianity: 

 

1. A Partridge in a Pear Tree. . . is said to represent Jesus Christ (a mother partridge is known to 

be willing to die while protecting her young), and is given on “the first day of Christmas” 
since the first of the twelve days falls on Christ’s birthday. 

2. Two Turtle Doves. . . symbolize both the Old and the New Testaments. 

3. Three French Hens. . . stand for faith, hope, and love. 

4. Four Calling Birds. . . are the four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

5. Five Golden Rings. . . represent the Pentateuch—the first five books of the Old Testament. 

6. Six Geese-a-Laying. . . are the six days of creation (before the seventh day of rest) 

7. Seven Swans-a-Swimming. . . symbolize the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: Prophecy, serv-
ing, teaching, exhortation, giving, leading, and mercy. 

8. Eight Maids-a-Milking. . . are the eight Beatitudes (blessings) from Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5:1-10). 

9. Nine Ladies Dancing. . . represent the fruit of the Spirit (according to Galatians 5:22-23): 
Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

10.  Ten Lords-a-Leaping. . . are the Ten Commandments. 

11.  Eleven Pipers Piping. . . stand for the eleven faithful disciples. 

12.  Twelve Drummers Drumming . . . finally, symbolize the twelve points of belief stated in 
the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://parade.com/1108781/kelseypelzer/12-days-of-christmas-meaning/ 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/the-12-days-of-christmas-lyrics-meaning.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/the-12-days-of-christmas-lyrics-meaning.html
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resources/advent/customs-and-traditions/the-history-of-the-twelve-days-of-christmas
https://parade.com/1035465/marynliles/birthday-quotes/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resources/advent/customs-and-traditions/the-history-of-the-twelve-days-of-christmas
https://parade.com/1108781/kelseypelzer/12-days-of-christmas-meaning/


 

 

 

Advent Means Coming! 
 

We have entered the season of preparing. Some of us started weeks ago with the new on-
going Black Friday deals that used to be relegated to the Friday after Thanksgiving, but now 
begin right after Halloween. 

 

We are starting to think about gathering with family and friends again, after a year of being 
apart. Some are baking and planning those special Christmas meals and the traditions that 
seem, well, to make Christmas – Christmas. 

 

Yet, the season of Advent reminds us that there is something to this idea of waiting, watch-
ing, and hoping. Anticipation is almost as important as arriving. 

 

During the season of Advent, we reflect on the peace, hope, joy, and love that comes to us in 
this one who is born in Bethlehem. The Word made flesh – Jesus the Christ. 

 

During life’s uncertainties which at times gets us down and creates doubt and fear, we eager-
ly await the words “Fear not for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy.” We anticipate 
these words. We hold on to these words. We treasure these words. They calm our anxieties 
and provide us with the confidence that the God of all creation has sent the Word that 
brought about creation into our world in the flesh. 

 

Jesus comes to us amid our dreary, conflicted, frustrating, and at times hostile world, so that 
we might live in hope and confidence that God is in charge and that Jesus is God’s right-
hand man.  

 

So, as we prepare our homes, our gifts, ourselves; may we also prepare our hearts and hands 
to receive the greatest gift of all. Jesus! 

 

Pastor Len 



News & Updates 

Advent services will be held  
Dec. 1st, 8th and 15th  

Soup, bread and dessert will be served starting at 
6:15 p.m.  The services will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve service will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

with pre-service music at 6:30 p.m. 
Worshipers arriving after 6:30 will be seated at an 
appropriate time by an usher as the rear of the sanc-
tuary will be crowded by instrumentalists and sing-

There is an on-going opportunity to help Resurrection provide special mu-
sical enhancements to our worship. The council approved the establish-
ment of a Guest Musician Fund that would provide us with the opportuni-
ty to add musical guests to augment our worship experience throughout 
the year.  
 
This effort will begin with our Christmas Eve worship starting at 6:30 pm, 
that will include spectacular music. You will want to be there! 
 
So, if music ministry is your passion, and you would like to see more guest 
musicians throughout the year, we encourage you to make a gift of any 
size at any time to grow this fund add to our celebration of Christ's love for 
us and the world. Gifts may be made via the offering plate or online. 

GUEST  

MUSICIAN  

FUND



Discernment Plan Calendar 

At the November Council meeting the Council approved the calendar of events for discern-
ing the future direction into which God is calling Resurrection. Holy Discernment happens as 
we listen, discuss, and share our personal stories with each other. It is in those conversations 
that the Holy Spirit reveals God’s direction for the community of faith.  
  
There will be one event each month and we invite every one who desires to assist the coun-
cil in seeing where God is leading us to participate. Each session will begin with a brief 
presentation and then small group and all group discussions culminating in a consensus of 
what we heard each other saying on that topic. 
  
Our events will start with a light lunch and our plan is to conclude by 1:00 pm. Here are the 
dates and topics, so please mark your calendars and plan to participate. 

 

January 23   11:00 am  Our History 

February 20  11:00 am  Cong./Com. Demographics  

March 20  11:00 am  Mission Statement/Directives 

April    No Gathering 

May 22   11:00 am   Core Values 

June 26  11:00 am  Congregational Celebration/
Picnic 

CRISIS FOOD CENTER DRIVE 

Thanks for everyone who contributed to 
help those less fortunate than us at this 
time of Thanksgiving.  In addition to 
many, many pounds and quite the vari-
ety of foods, we collected $280.  This 
money was sent to Crisis so they can 
purchase additional food and supple-
ment the boxes that they distribute.  
Thanks to all for your help in spreading 
Thanksgiving joy! 

COATS FOR KIDS 

As was the case last year, we were un-
able to “physically” bring in Coats for 
Kids.  Hopefully, by this time next year, 
we’ll be able to resume the traditional 
program.  In place of the coats, we so-
licited funds to contribute to Riverbend 
Head Start so they can purchase the 
coats they need.  Our congregation’s 
total was a very generous $870!  Praise 
God that we’re able to help so many 
who truly have much less than we do. 



HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Our traditional Hanging of the Greens will take place on December 4th.  Because the Men’s 
Club is busy that morning working on their Nutcracker and Nativity orders, we’re going to 
have to modify the normal routine.  We plan to start at 9:00 am with some of the “smaller” 
things.  Rich plans on bringing materials up from the storage shed 
that morning, and we’ll do what we can…hanging wreaths, deco-
rating bushes, outside trees, etc.  If we have anyone present who 
knows how to assemble the crèche, we can work on that too.  IF 
NOT, we’ll do what we can.  The guys will be up later in the day when 
they’re done and we’ll finish everything up at that time.  MOST IM-
PORTANTLY….NONE OF US ARE GETTING YOUNGER…WE NEED LOTS 
OF HELPING HANDS.  Please plan on participating in making our 
church ready for the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

Highlight’s from Church Council Meeting -  
November 16, 2021 

REPORTS 
 
Pastor’s Report-  Pastor Hoffmann reports the Monday Dwelling in the Word series ended November 

15 with an average attendance 8-10 and Sunday’s class of Autopsy of a Deceased Church will con-
clude December 19.  Classes will resume in January.  

 
ACTION ITEMS 

 
Counters’ Instructions & Schedule-  Beginning November 7, we initiated a more responsible financial 

practice of having 2 counters tallying contributions each Sunday.  Two Council members will count 
each Sunday on a monthly rotation.  We reviewed the procedures and set up a schedule for the 
next two months.  Jim and Neal spear-headed the first three weeks. Jim and Robin will finish out 
November, and Tim and Robin will handle December. 

Establish a Musicians Fund-  We need to create a designated fund so that when we ask musicians to 
provide special music at worship services, i.e., Christmas, Easter, we have the means to pay them. 
This is a standard professional practice. 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
Annual Meeting Review-  Everyone thought the Annual Meeting went well.  Everything was well pre-

sented and proceeded in a timely manner. 
Servant Keeper-  Update Congregational Active Membership.  Will revisit this matter next meeting.  All 

council members will review the handout list for names that need to be removed due to death, 
change of residence, or no longer attending. 

Congregational Vitality Survey & Calendar for Next-Steps for Discern-
ment-  Pastor presented a list of dates over the next 6 months for Next-
Step meetings.  We briefly discussed how these meetings will be struc-
tured.  Again, more discussion to follow in future meetings.   



With the Christmas season rapidly approaching, 

don’t forget to use AmazonSmile for your pur-

chases. Remember, that just buy signing up and 

using smile.amazon.com, instead of your regular 

login, they will donate 0.5% of your eligible pur-

chases to the church.  This may not sound like 

much, but it does add up with so many people 

now using Amazon for daily essentials. 

To get started 

1) go to smile.amazon.com 

2) in the search box, type “Resurrection Lutheran, Godfrey”   

3) select our church and follow the simple instructions making sure to select “Yes” that you agree 

to shop through smile.amazon.com 

4) from here on out, always start with smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com  

5) TELL YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO SIGN UP AND SUPPORT RESURRECTION ! 

Salvation Army Christmas Angels 

Our Angel Tree is already up in the narthex and the Salvation Army has already given us the 

names of 20 children in need this Christmas. Due to the current shipping situations, they 

have moved up the due date in case they have to supplement the gifts.  We will have to 

move quickly this year!  The ornaments are on the giving tree, each with pertinent infor-

mation on the child. We also requested them to “code” the tags with the race of the child, 

so that if they requested a doll, etc., you could shop accordingly. 

Remember these gifts are NOT TO BE WRAPPED as they like to let 

the parents be more involved in Christmas.  You will put the arti-

cles in a plastic bag and if you would like, you can include a roll of 

wrapping paper and ribbon. Please remember to attach your 

child’s tag (ornament) to the bag.  All gifts must be returned 

NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12TH . 

If you have any questions please contact me.  

Judy Kelley, Social Ministry Chair 

(618) 466-5740 

file:///C:/Users/nbooth/Desktop/smile.amazon.com
file:///C:/Users/nbooth/Desktop/smile.amazon.com
file:///C:/Users/nbooth/Desktop/smile.amazon.com
file:///C:/Users/nbooth/Desktop/smile.amazon.com


Book Club 

 
December is a busy month as we prepare for the celebration of 
our Savior Jesus' birthday. In addition, there is all the cooking, 
baking, shopping, family celebrations, and the list goes on. . . 
thus, why we do not meet for Book Club in December.  Enjoy a 
well deserved break!  Please keep Carol Garner and her family in 
your prayers, as they cope with the loss of her son Matt.  At the 
time I am writing this, she is in Denver.   
 
Wishing all of you a safe and joyous holiday season, 
Ruth Wolter 

Prayer Shawls & Lap Robes 
 

Prayer Shawls and Lap Robes are avail-
able for anyone (a friend, neighbor or 
family member) who may need some 
TLC at this time of year.  If you know 
someone who is lonely, sad or down on 
their luck, a prayer shawl or lap robe 
might just be the thing to bring a little 
cheer and make their day a little brighter.  
Please contact Sherry Wyatt or Ruth 
Wolter and they will be happy to assist 
you. 
 
Sherry Wyatt 618-600-2182 
Ruth Wolter  618-433-1469  

 

 

• The December Men’s Club Meeting will be held at the 3rd Chute Restau-

rant on Fosterburg Rd. December 9th @ 6:30 pm 

• The Men’s Club Christmas work day will be December 4th, 9 am till 1 at 

Dan Garner’s home. We have Nativity and Nut Cracker orders to fill.  

Dan Garner 618-792-1777 



Christmas Eve Candlelight Eucharist 

 

6:30 pm 

In-Person with Masks 

Live Stream on Facebook 

Special Music Led by 

Ken Reuter and Guest Musicians 

All are Invited! 



5     Fred Tiemann 
7     Carol Garner   
       John Droste 
9   Sherry Wyatt 
25  Jesus of Nazareth 

28  David and Robin Brown 
29  Fred and Bonnie Tiemann 

Resurrection Lutheran on FACEBOOK ! 

Church services will continue to be live streamed each week. We are streaming to our FB & 
YouTube page, the church website, Riverbender.com, Riverbender’s FB page and River-
bender.com TV (available through ROKU and Firestick). These efforts are made possible via 
Riverbender.com (The fee is $50/week). Thank you to the camera operators who are helping 
continue our ministry.  Any additional volunteers would be greatly appreciated.   

  

Resurrection Lutheran on Twitter ! 

Like us on Twitter @lutheranil 

"To have an announcement added to the weekly bulletin, please e-mail requests to 
rlcelca@att.net  
 

To place someone on the bulletin Prayer List, send an e-mail request to 
rlcelca@att.net   Names on the prayer list will remain for 30 days.  After 30 days, the 
name will be removed unless we receive an email request to keep that name on the 
list for another month.   Prayers are indeed powerful and we thank you for your pray-
ers!" 

We extend our thanks to all who are faithfully supporting the ministry of Resur-

rection through their time, talent and financial support. Your gifts are essential 

for making our ministry strong and vital. Thank You! Also, please remember that 

you may make donations on-line by going to www.resurrectiongodfrey.org and 

clicking the donate button. You may make a one-time gift or select the option to 

repeat the gift. Again, Thank you for your support.  

mailto:rlcelca@att.net
mailto:rlcelca@att.net
http://www.resurrectiongodfrey.org


FINANCIAL STATUS– OCTOBER 2021 

YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE  $83,977.08   

GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW  ($1,358.41)  

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $21,166.15   

    

   YEAR TO 

  10/1/21-10/31/21 DATE 

GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL    

     Income    

          Offering  $11,806.59  $119,619.42  

          Other Income  $319.26  $2,895.69  

     Total General Fund Income  $12,125.85  $122,515.11  

     

    

      Expenses    

          Benevolence  $225.00  $2,286.00  

          Building and Grounds  $959.64  $9,681.66  

          Christian Education  $0.00  $0.00  

          Church Mortgage  $2,608.00  $26,080.00  

          Evangelism  $117.69  $678.06  

          Fellowship  $38.46  $126.72  

          Insurance  $0.00  $5,053.33  

          Office  $1,524.39  $4,245.50  

          Personnel Costs  $2,687.88  $10,848.04  

          Personnel Salaries  $4,312.12  $34,890.36  

          Social Ministry  $0.00  $186.46  

          Stewardship Supplies  $49.88  $224.41  

          Worship  $961.20  $6,010.17  

     Total General Fund Expenses  $13,484.26  $100,310.71  

General Funds Cash Flow  ($1,358.41) $22,204.40  

                                         Offering     Monthly   Year to Date  

                                          Income  Total Income Expenses  Over/Under   Over/Under  

January                          $8,061.13        $8,236.96  $7,469.44  $             767.52   $              767.52  

February                      $13,629.98  $13,795.82  $8,020.72  $          5,775.10   $           6,542.62  

March                          $14,940.88  $14,962.91  $8,105.13  $          6,857.78   $         13,400.40  

April                               $9,840.57  $10,340.96  $7,509.52  $          2,831.44   $         16,231.84  

May                             $11,068.23  $11,862.92  $7,511.54  $          4,351.38   $         20,583.22  

June                            $13,775.08  $13,885.22  $6,942.21  $          6,943.01   $         27,581.78  

July                             $10,471.48  $10,656.45  $16,969.82  $        (6,313.37)  $         21,268.41  

August                        $11,141.37  $11,461.55  $11,681.12  $           (219.57)  $         21,048.84  

September                $14,933.63  $15,186.47  $12,672.50  $          2,513.97   $         23,562.81  

October                     $11,806.59  $12,125.85  $13,484.26  $        (1,358.41)  $         22,204.40  

***Note:  I misspoke at the Annual Meeting.  I stated that the Reserve Fund balance was    $54,730.98.   

In reality, the balance is $74,730.98.  I apologize for the mistake.  Kay Tucker 



 

December 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

ADVENT  

Supper 6:15p      

Worship 7p 

2 3 4 

9am Hanging of 

the Greens 

Men’s Club 

Work Day 9-1 

5 

8:45am Bible 

Study 

10am Worship  

6 7 

7pm Scouts 

Executive 

Cmte. 7p 

8 

ADVENT  

Supper 6:15p      

Worship 7p 

9 

Men’s Club 

6:30pm at 3rd 

Chute Rest. 

10 11 

12 

8:45am Bible 

Study 

10am Worship  

13 14 

7pm Scouts 

Church     

Council  7p 

15 

ADVENT  

Supper 6:15p      

Worship 7p 

16 17 18 

19 

8:45am Bible 

Study 

10am Worship  

20 21 

7pm Scouts 

22 23 24 

Christmas Eve 

Service 6:30pm 

25 

26 

10am Worship  

27 28 

7pm Scouts 

29 30 31  

Pastor Hoffmann’s Contact  
Church Phone: 618-466-2788 
Cell Phone: 815-975-4740 
Email: prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com 



Resurrection Lutheran Church 
1211 W. Homer Adams Pkwy. 
Godfrey, IL   62035 
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