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The Gift That Inspired a Lifetime of Giving
Tracy Autler’s life changed in a very unexpected way on Thanksgiving Day, 1993.
Tracy was a single mother, living in an apartment in a rough neighborhood, she
was doing her best to raise a three-year old while preparing for the birth of her second child, at that point, 8 months pregnant. Living off of welfare and food stamps,
her Thanksgiving dinner would not be the sumptuous feast many Americans at that
time were preparing. Hers was primarily comprised of canned food. Or at least, that
is how she expected to “enjoy” her Thanksgiving dinner.
Staring at the canned food on her shelf, Tracy heard a knock at the door. “Who
could that be?” she wondered. She wasn’t expecting any company. No friends, no
family would be joining her and her three-year old. At the door was a man from a
local restaurant, holding what would be a full Thanksgiving meal, given to her by an
anonymous donor. Tracy was so surprised; she spent the rest of the day crying.
But more than anything she wanted to know who had given such a thoughtful gift.
Years went by and Tracy still hadn’t figured out who had provided this mysterious
Thanksgiving meal. After a period of time, Tracy was able to move out of the apartment, and at the same time began working as a nurse at a nearby hospital.

apartment, and at the same time began working as a nurse at a nearby hospital.
Seven years later, working at the hospital, Tracy Autler was to discover who had
provided that amazing Thanksgiving meal. That day, an elderly woman named Margo appeared at the hospital. It was clear Margo did not have long to live. Margo had
lived in the same apartment building as Tracy all those years back, and three days
before the end of her life, she took Tracy’s hands, and whispered, “Happy Thanksgiving.”
As author Brad Forsma describes:
In that moment Tracy knew who had given her that Thanksgiving dinner. She would never
have guessed that Margo—the unassuming neighbor with multiple sclerosis—was behind
that generous gift.
…That one gift had a massive impact on Tracy’s life. Moved by the anonymous donor’s
generosity, Tracy purposed in her heart to do generous things for other people too. The
very day she got off assistance, she took a basket of gifts down to the welfare office for anyone to take. The welfare officer was stunned. Can you imagine the look on his face? Who
does something like that? And that was just the beginning.
Since then, Tracy and her husband have become foster parents and adopted a son. She
regularly looks for opportunities to give. The last time I heard from her, she was getting
ready to volunteer her Saturday afternoon at the local Humane Society. One of her latest
ideas is to leave five-dollar Starbucks gift cards with little notes for her coworkers to find,
just to make their day better.
This year Tracy and her family made a New Year’s resolution to find one hundred opportunities to give to other people. How inspiring is that? What I appreciate most about Tracy is
that she doesn’t do her giving to be noticed by others. Since that Thanksgiving Day in
1993, she has discovered the joy that comes from giving. Now she’s hooked. She doesn’t
give to make herself look good—she gives because she likes giving.
Brad Formsma, I Like Giving: The Transforming Power of a Generous Life, The Crown Publishing
Group.

Rejoice + Give Thanks + Sing!
Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing is our theme for the month of November. This is our theme for
the following reasons.
We Rejoice. We rejoice because we have seen such growth in our response to God’s love over
these past months. Worship attendance has grown by 30% and our on-line presence has grown as
well. We rejoice with Sunday Adult Ed participation averaging 18-20 and Monday evening Dwelling in the Word averaging 10-12 participants. We rejoice as we received new members through
baptism and affirmation of baptism during the month of October. We rejoice that even as expenses
have increased our giving has increased, as well. We rejoice in that we will begin our Discernment
process as we pray for the Holy Spirit to guide Resurrection into God’s preferred future.
We Give Thanks. We give thanks for our volunteers who quietly and faithfully go about helping
us keep up and clean our facility. We give thanks for all those who assist in leading worship. We
give thanks that we can keep up our on-line worship and those who faithfully transmit it each
week. We give thanks that the bulletin and worship folder is completed and emailed to everyone on
a weekly basis. We give thanks that our altar is prepared, communion vessels are ready, and we
gather in person for worship. We give thanks that we support our community and world with
Books and Coats for Kids. Chili Supper and donations for Lutheran Disaster Response. We are
thankful for the Men’s Club efforts in spreading the word through sports sponsorships and distribution of business cards. Thankful for those who serve meals to the homeless every Tuesday. Thankful for those serving in leadership roles as officers, council, and committee members. Thankful for
all who provide financial support and continue to pray for our ministry.
We Sing. We sing under the leadership of our Organist, Ken Rueter. We sing as we pray twice
with words and music. We sing songs of praise. We sing songs of Thanksgiving. We sing songs of
Confession. We sing songs of Faith. We sing songs of joy. We sing songs of Remembrance. We
sing songs of Baptism and Communion. We sing songs of Community. We sing Psalms, and
Hymns and Spiritual Songs. We cannot keep from singing.
So, as we join with family and friends to celebrate our National Day of Thanksgiving this month
we Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing!

Pastor Len

News & Updates
Sunday, November 7, we commemorate All Saints Sunday

We will again share pictures of the communion of saints who surround us and especially remember those who have died since last All Saints Sunday. This year we remember Ruby Fritz and Kevin Hoffmann.
Daylight Savings Time in 2021 ends at 2 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 7. We "fall back" by turning
our clocks back one hour the night before.
Following worship , November 14, we will have
Our Annual Congregational meeting ! BRING YOUR
PACKET - packets were mailed, contact the church if
you did not receive one.

Stewardship
The Stewardship Emphasis for this year is "God Loves a Cheerful Giver." Please
begin praying about your response as you prepare to Rejoice - Give Thanks Sing! on All Saints Sunday, November 7, by returning your Statement of Intent
cards for 2022. In a favorite hymn God reminds us, "Give as I have given to you!"

November will be a month of sharing for Lutheran Disaster Response as we support the Chili Drive-Thru and make gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response that will
be added to the $1,000 made possible by our Mission Fund. Your special gift will
be doubled and envelopes will be in the pews beginning November 7. Gifts will
be received throughout November and you may also give on-line by going to
donate on our website http://www.resurrectiongodfrey.org and selecting the
gift to go to Lutheran Disaster Response. All gifts will benefit earthquake, hurricane, flood and fire victims.

THROUGH NOVEMBER 12TH
COATS FOR KIDS provides new winter coats for babies, toddlers and
preschoolers from low-income families in our community.
AGAIN THIS YEAR THEY ARE ASKING FOR CASH/ CHECK DONATIONS
(DUE TO COVID THEY WILL AGAIN BE PURCHASING THE COATS)
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH
DO NOT BRING COATS TO CHURCH

Thanksgiving Food Drive for Crisis Food Center
We will be collecting food for the Crisis Food Center the first two
weeks of November. We know that's not a lot of time, but we want to give Crisis

time to put the boxes/bags together and get them to their clients before Thanksgiving. A collection area will be set up in the Narthex. Crisis gave us some specific
ideas, not all of which deal directly with Thanksgiving. However, we need to remember people have to eat the rest of the month as well.

Needed items: peanut butter, jelly, tuna, beef stew, cans of chicken, canned
vegetables and fruits, kid's cereals,
spaghetti sauce and spaghetti, noodles, stuffing mix, boxed potatoes, and
soups and soup "makings". The one
thing they don't need is boxed macaroni & cheese!
Thanks in advance for your support
and help with the Food Drive.
Judy Kelley, Social Ministry Chair

CHILI

Last Chili Drive-Thru
November 4th, 3:30 till 6:00 pm
Price: $6.00 for two bowls plus crackers.
Tickets are available from Men’s Club members.

Dan Garner,
618-792-1777

The Men’s Club will be selling hand crafted and painted Nativity
scenes and Nut Crackers for Christmas. A 4 foot by 5 foot Nativity
is $75.00. Nut Crackers are 1 for $25.00 or 2 for $45.00. Place
your order by contacting any Men’s Club member.
Dan Garner,
618-792-1777

Amazon Smile
Almost all of us order from Amazon at one time or another. And, I’m betting with the Christmas season
approaching, you will be using it even more. Amazon provides a simple way for you to help Resurrection
as you make your purchases. It’s called AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is a simple way to support the
church every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop using this, you’ll find the exact same low
prices and selection of products as Amazon.com with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate
0.5% of your eligible purchases to the church. This may not sound like much, but it does add up with
more people using the service and increasing sales.
To get started
1) go to smile.amazon.com
2) in the search box, type “Resurrection Lutheran, Godfrey”
3) select our church and follow the simple instructions making
sure to select “Yes” that you agree to shop through smileamazon.com
4) from here on out, always start with smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com
5) TELL YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO SIGN UP !

Book Club
Fall is here, just two more months and we will be in 2022! Can you believe how fast this
year has gone? November 11th will be the last book club meeting for this year since
we do not meet in December. Our book for November is Dust to Dust by Tami
Hoag with Carol Garner as discussion leader. Mark your calendar for the 11th at 6:30 pm
at the church. The book is available at the library.
Summary: Sorry. The single word is written on a mirror. In front of it
hangs a Minneapolis Internal Affairs cop. Was it a suicide? Or a kinky
act turned tragic? Either way, it wasn't murder. But homicide detective
Sam Kovac and his wisecracking partner, Nikki Liska, think differently.
Together they begin to dig at the edges of the young cop's death, uncovering one motive, and one suspect, after another. They find themselves chasing a killer who will stop at nothing to keep a dark and shattering secret.

Prayer Shawls & Lap Robes
Do you know of a friend, neighbor, anyone
who is going through a difficult time with illness, bereavement, rehab, depression, or just
in need of a little Tender Loving Care with all
the problems our society is currently enduring. Make their day by letting them know
someone cares about their situation. Please
see Sherry Wyatt or Ruth Wolter and we will
be happy to assist you in your choice.

Books for You
Books in the Narthex - This is for everyone, men and women,
young and old. Before or after worship services be sure take some
time to check out the book selection available on our small shelf.
The shelf might be small, but the choices are good. Take your
choice home, read at your leisure (no deadlines for return) and
when finished, return it and consider selecting another.

Men’s Club
The Men’s Club will meet
Thursday, Nov. 19 at
Roper’s Regal Beagle @ 6: 30 pm

Highlight’s from Church Council Meeting October 19, 2021
Pastor’s Report: You should have received a stewardship mailing the week of October 17 with a response card to be returned on or about Nov. 7.
President’s Report: The Audit Committee has a new Chairman, Bill Stoutenborough. Men’s Club will
wrap their final Chili Drive-Thru November 4. The Boy Scouts are planning to sell pizzas - - more information to follow in the near future.
ACTION ITEMS:
•

Website Quote from Riverbender: Riverbender’s quote to develop a new website came in at
$1250.00. They will use our current content and redesign our site. In addition, they will provide local
support and training to members of the congregation. Those trained will then be able to keep the website up to date going forward. There will be an ongoing monthly cost of $30, already placed into the
new budget to be presented at the Annual Meeting.

•

Nominating Committee: Pastor Hoffman moved to accept the nominations of Jim Lieber, President;
Kay Tucker, Treasurer; and Tammy Neese and Neal Booth; At-Large Members to present for election
at the Annual Congregation Meeting on November 14, 2021.

•

Memorial Committee Proposed Spending: The Memorial Committee met Oct. 10 and made a proposal to purchase new worship binders, a second stand for the Advent wreath, and replace the baptismal font to match the new ewer. Total cost for all three items would be $1300. The proposal was unanimously accepted for the purchases.

•

Approval of New Members: Pastor presented the following names for membership: Mark & Sharon
Groh, Marilyn Otis, Jared & Ashley Kinzel.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:
•

Congregation Vitality Survey: Pastor would like to increase the presence of the Council in a series
of discernment conversations with the congregation as we move forward with the “next steps” of renewal. The details will be worked out over the next few weeks as to time and place, but we will focus on 5
topics, one topic per month.

•

Two Counters: Per a recommendation from the Finance Committee, we will proceed with securing
two church council members to count revenue each Sunday, deposit contributions, and submit a tally to
the Financial Secretary to begin November 7th.

Worship Committee / Holiday Services
The Worship Committee met on Sunday, October 24th. After the opening prayer, we discussed All Saints
Sunday, November 7th. We will be displaying pictures of our deceased congregation members.
We will also
have candles that may be lit in honor of your loved ones.

Advent services will be held on Dec. 1st, 8th and 15th. Soup, bread and dessert will be served
starting at 6:00 p.m. and service will begin at 7:00 p.m..

Christmas Eve will begin with pre-service music at 6:30 p.m.. Worshipers arriving after that
time will be seated at an appropriate time by the ushers and at the conclusion of the pre-service
and before the renewal of the Baptismal Vows. This seating is necessary due to the crowed space at the
rear of the church and the several instrumentalists and singers in that area.
More information will be forthcoming on ordering poinsettias.
We would like to once again send out a heartfelt thanks to those of you who have signed up to do readings, prayers, cleaning, ushers and coffee makers. You play a vital role in the life of Resurrection Church.
Cheryl & Rod Margherio, Ruth Wolter & Elyse Tillman

Join Pastor Hoffmann

Join Pastor Hoffmann

Every Monday at 7 pm

Every Sunday at 8:45

Dwelling in the Word . . .
An opportunity to grow
in faith and build relationships.

Autopsy of a Deceased Church . . .
An opportunity for good discusstion and to gain insight.

You Are Invited
This “invitation,” in business card form, was initiated by the Men’s
Group. They are small enough to keep in your billfold or purse, ready to
hand out. On August 22, all parishioners were given 10 cards. Consider
handing one out next time you are witnessing. Leave one lying in a conspicuous place (e.g. along with your tip at a restaurant) or with a relative. Consider leaving one anywhere to “spread the word.” I bet there is even a bulletin
board someplace you visit like the veterinarian’s office. If you missed getting
cards or have already passed out all of yours, please get some more. They
are being kept behind the name tags in the Narthex. Give them out plentifully, as we have a lot more.
Bill Stoutenborough

We extend our thanks to all who are faithfully supporting the ministry of Resurrection through their time, talent and financial support. Your gifts are essential
for making our ministry strong and vital. Thank You! Also, please remember that
you may make donations on-line by going to www.resurrectiongodfrey.org and
clicking the donate button. You may make a one-time gift or select the option to
repeat the gift. Again, Thank you for your support.

"To have an announcement added to the weekly bulletin, please e-mail requests to
rlcelca@att.net
To place someone on the bulletin Prayer List, send an e-mail request to
rlcelca@att.net Names on the prayer list will remain for 30 days. After 30 days, the
name will be removed unless we receive an email request to keep that name on the
list for another month. Prayers are indeed powerful and we thank you for your prayers!"

Resurrection Lutheran on FACEBOOK !
Church services will continue to be live streamed each week. We are streaming to our FB &
YouTube page, the church website, Riverbender.com, Riverbender’s FB page and Riverbender.com TV (available through ROKU and Firestick). These efforts are made possible via
Riverbender.com (The fee is $50/week). Thank you to the camera operators who are helping
continue our ministry. Any additional volunteers would be greatly appreciated.

Resurrection Lutheran on Twitter !
Like us on Twitter @lutheranil

2
14
22
23

Emarey Neese
Fay Stoutenborough
Carl Stradal
Stephanie Tillman

20 Dan and Carol Callahan

FINANCIAL STATUS– SEPTEMBER 2021
DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE

$86,404.88

GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW

$2,513.97

GENERAL FUND BALANCE

$21,943.85
YEAR TO
9/1/21-9/30/21

DATE

GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL
Income
Offering

$14,933.63

$107,862.35

$252.84

$2,526.91

$15,186.47

$110,389.26

$225.00

$2,061.00

$1,605.01

$8,722.02

$0.00

$0.00

$2,608.00

$23,472.00

Evangelism

$366.65

$560.37

Fellowship

$88.26

$88.26

Insurance

$0.00

$5,053.33

$380.37

$2,721.11

Personnel Costs

$2,784.40

$8,160.16

Personnel Salaries

Other Income

Total General Fund Income

Expenses
Benevolence
Building and Grounds
Christian Education
Church Mortgage

Office

$4,162.12

$30,578.24

Social Ministry

$0.00

$186.46

Stewardship Supplies

$0.00

$174.53

$452.69

$5,048.97

$12,672.50

$86,826.45

$2,513.97

$23,562.81

Worship
Total General Fund Expenses
General Funds Cash Flow

YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Offering
Income
January

Total Income

Expenses

Monthly

Year to Date

Over/Under

Over/Under

$8,061.13

$8,236.96

$7,469.44 $

767.52

$

February

$13,629.98

$13,795.82

$8,020.72 $

5,775.10

$

6,542.62

March

$14,940.88

$14,962.91

$8,105.13 $

6,857.78

$

13,400.40

April

$9,840.57

$10,340.96

$7,509.52 $

2,831.44

$

16,231.84

May

$11,068.23

$11,862.92

$7,511.54 $

4,351.38

$

20,583.22

June

$13,775.08

$13,885.22

$6,942.21 $

6,943.01

$

27,581.78

July

$10,471.48

$10,656.45

$16,969.82 $

(6,313.37) $

21,268.41

August

$11,141.37

$11,461.55

$11,681.12 $

(219.57) $

21,048.84

$15,186.47

$12,672.50 $

September

$14,933.63

2,513.97

$

767.52

23,562.81

November 2021
Sun

7

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7pm Dwelling in
the Word

7pm Scouts

8

9

10

11

12

13

8:45am Bible
Study

7pm Dwelling in 7pm Scouts
the Word
7pm Executive
10am Worship
Committee

14

15

16

8:45am Bible
Study

Young Hall in
use today

7pm Scouts

10am Worship
7pm Dwelling in
and Annual
the Word
Meeting

6:30 pm Book
Club

6:30 Men’s
Club at Ropers

17

18

19

20

24

25

26

27

7pm Church
Council

21

22

23

8:45am Bible
Study

7pm Dwelling in
the Word

7pm Scouts

28

29

30

8:45am Bible
Study

7pm Dwelling in
the Word

7pm Scouts

10am Worship

10am Worship
ADVENT

Pastor Hoffmann’s Contact
Church Phone: 618-466-2788
Cell Phone: 815-975-4740
Email: prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com

Pastor Len Hoffmann
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Jim Lieber, President
Tim Belfield, Vice-President
Janet Broche, Secretary
Kay Tucker, Treasurer
Robin Brown
Bonnie Tiemann
Neal Booth
Tammy Neese
CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Ruth Wolter, Book Club
Jim Lieber, Christian Education
Stacey Noble Loveland, Facebook, Evangelism
Carol Garner, Fellowship
Kay Tucker, Finance
Curt Bagwill, Financial Secretary
Rich Kelley, Long-Range Planning
Dan Garner, Men’s Group
Ruth Wolter, Sherry Wyatt, Prayer Shawls
Dan Garner, Property
Judy Kelley, Social Ministry
Dan Callahan, Webmaster
David Brown, Web Designer
Rod and Cheryl Margherio, Worship
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