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Resurrectionist

The leaves may be falling, but The Word of God Stands Forever (Isaiah 40)
6

A voice says, “Cry out.”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
“All people are like grass,
and their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field..
7
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flowers fall,
but the word of our God will stand forever.”

Reconcile + Renew + Reform
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Colossians 3:12-17)
During October we will focus our thoughts on the 3 R’s. No not Reading, ‘Riting, and ‘Rithmatic, but Reconcile, Renew, and Reform.
On Sunday October 31 we will celebrate the Festival of the Reformation. This is not a Sunday where Lutherans take a victory lap, but it is time where we again acknowledge that the church is always in need of re
-formation.
Clearly, there is no time like the present to be re-formed and re-shaped into a community of faith that seeks
to engage a new cultural realty where an overwhelming majority of people say they are spiritual, but for the
first time less than 50 percent of the nation say that they don’t claim a religious affiliation.
There are many causes for this down-turn which has been evolving for more than 20 years, but they are too
numerous to mention here. However, I believe a key to this decline has to do with a lack of humility on the
part of Christian leaders and denominations. We have failed to look inward and tend to point the finger outward toward cultural trends and life-style changes as the reason for these sinking number.
Looking inward, however, begins with forgiveness and reconciliation. The Church itself, and local congregations in particularly have not been forgiving, and have fractured rather than reconciled. If there is no reconciliation, there can be little chance of renewal, and a lessor chance of reform.
Martin Luther, himself, regretted the division that happened, and was disappointed when his efforts of
reformation led to schism and excommunication.
So, where do we begin. I believe that we must begin by truly owning our weekly confession of sin. We
need to hear the words that began this article and forgive each other as we have been forgiven through
Christ, our Lord.
True reconciliation begins with humility and a look inward. Only when we have practiced reconciliation
are we able to truly move to renewal and reform for the sake of God’s world.

Pastor Len Hoffmann

News & Updates
November 14 will be our annual church meeting ! Be
on the lookout for additional information regarding this
meeting.

Sunday, October 10 at 8:45am, a presentation will be made
regarding the Congregation Vitality Survey. Please attend to learn the
results of the survey and the next steps the church will be taking to
move forward in our renewal. Change is inevitable & starts with you !

You Are Invited

This “invitation,” in business card form, was initiated by the Men’s Group. They are small enough
to keep in your billfold or purse, ready to hand out. On August 22, all parishioners were given 10
cards. Consider handing one out next time you are witnessing. Leave one lying in a conspicuous
place (e.g. along with your tip at a restaurant) or with a relative. Consider leaving one anywhere to
“spread the word.” I bet there is even a bulletin board someplace you visit like the veterinarian’s
office. If you missed getting cards or have already passed out all of yours, please get some more.
They are being kept behind the name tags in the Narthex. Give them out plentifully, as we have
a lot more.
Bill Stoutenborough

Men’s Club
The Oct. Men’s Club meeting is
Thursday, Oct. 14, 6:30 pm at . . .

STARTS NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 12TH
COATS FOR KIDS provides new winter coats for babies, toddlers and
preschoolers from low-income families in our community.
AGAIN THIS YEAR THEY ARE ASKING FOR CASH/ CHECK DONATIONS
(DUE TOa COVID THEY WILL AGAIN BE PURCHASING THE COATS)
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH
DO NOT BRING COATS TO CHURCH

Thanks to the congregation and the community for another successful
Food and School Supply Drive. Also, many thanks to all the helpers the
day of the drive. Crisis Food Center and The Alton School District were
very appreciative of the tremendous outpour.
Thanks,
Judy Kelley, Social Ministry Chairman

It’s Drive-Thru Chili Time
The Men’s Club will prepare chili this fall for the
annual Chili Drive-Thru.
Dates: October 21, 28, & November 4th,
3:30 till 6:00 pm
Price:

$6.00 for two bowls plus crackers.

All proceeds go to Lutheran Disaster Relief. We
will designate for Haiti, Louisiana, and East Coast
Disasters.
Your support is needed! Tickets are available from
Men’s Club members. If you would like to help sell
tickets, please contact Dan Garner. If you visit any
businesses, please take some flyers (located in
the narthex) and leave them behind.
Dan Garner,
618-792-1777

CHILI

Almost all of us order from Amazon at one time or another. And, I’m betting with the Christmas season approaching, you will be using it even more. Amazon provides a simple way for
you to help Resurrection as you make your purchases. It’s called AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is a simple way to support the church every time you shop, at no cost to you.
When you shop using this, you’ll find the exact same low prices and selection of products as
Amazon.com with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible
purchases to the church. This may not sound like much, but it does add up with more people using the service and increasing sales.

To get started
1) go to smile.amazon.com
2) in the search box, type “Resurrection Lutheran, Godfrey” . . . be careful there are over 108 Resurrections
listed if you pull it up slightly different.
3) select our church and follow the simple instructions
making sure to select “Yes” that you agree to shop
through smileamazon.com
4) from here on out, always log in/start with
smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com to give
5) Tell your family and friends !

Book Club
The Book Club will meet on Thursday, Oct 14, at 6:30 pm at church to discuss the book of the month; A
Time For Mercy by John Grisham. It will be a general discussion due to prior commitments by our discussion leader. The book is available at the local library, and as usual, a very interesting story by Grisham.
Summary: "Clanton, Mississippi. 1990. Jake Brigance finds himself embroiled
in a deeply divisive trial when the court appoints him attorney for Drew Gamble, a timid sixteen-year-old boy accused of murdering a local deputy. Many in Clanton want a swift trial and the death penalty, but Brigance digs in and discovers that
there is more to the story than meets the eye. Jake's fierce commitment to saving
Drew from the gas chamber puts his career, his financial security, and the safety of his
family on the line.

Ruth Wolter
618-433 1469

Follow Up
Resurrection Lutheran Church Provides Books for Gilson Brown Students
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America designated September 12 th as “God’s Work, Our
Hands.” Sunday. All ELCA churches were encouraged to develop a project or two to celebrate
who we are - - one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor”.
We launched a fund raiser to support the Gilson Brown’s students in the “Books for Kids” program.
We are thrilled to report that we have succeeded in our efforts. We have presented Gilson Brown
with a check for $3,000, which will provide a book a month for each of their 222 students. Because of this program, every student will have a start on their very own library. What a great way
to start young children on a lifetime of reading and learning!
God’s Work, Our Hands – Second Project
For our second project, we choose to again repeat a successful idea from last year. A total of 64
small stuffed animals were donated. After the September 12 th service, we tied a small tag to each
animal. Each tag has the verse “Be resolute and strong! Be not afraid, and be not dismayed; for
the Lord your God is with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9” These animals are to be distributed to children encountered by first responders and firefighters when they are traumatized by
events happening around them. The tags also contain information on our church and its services.
These will be distributed to local fire departments in the area.
As always, thanks to everyone for their help and participation in these projects—together,
we can make an impact in our community.

Worship Committee
The Worship Committee met on Monday, Sept. 13th. After the opening prayer, we discussed changing to a
new disposable communion element. The new ones will be shaped like a small chalice and will contain red
wine and bread as opposed to grape juice and a wafer. We will continue using the current communion until it is gone.
We addressed the upcoming Advent Services which will be on Dec. 1st, 8th and 15th. It was decided that
we would have soup, bread and desserts in Young Hall at 6:00 p.m. with church service starting at 7:00
p.m.. These plans will have to be discussed with Carol Garner and will depend upon the Covid situation at
that time. Pastor will be ordering all blue candles for the Advent Wreath and we will check to see if there
is a stand for the wreath.

We touched on the Christmas Eve service. No definite plans as of yet. We will have the Creche and we will
have the opportunity to order Poinsettias that will adorn the altar.
We would like to welcome Elyse Tillman to the Worship Committee. We are looking forward to working
with her. Thank you everyone for signing up to do readings, prayers and cleaning. It is very much appreciated.
Cheryl & Rod Margherio
Ruth Wolter
Elyse Tillman

Reconcile - Renew - Reform
•
•
•

Sunday, October 10 - Congregational Vitality Survey Report
and Next Steps - 8:45 am.
Sunday, October 17 - Adult Information Class for those seeking
to unite with Resurrection - 11:00 am.
Sunday October 31- Reformation Worship and reception of
new people into our community of faith.

In October we will hear about our mission plans
for 2022. You will be invited to share your Statements of Intent for your financial support for 2022
on All Saints Sunday, November 7. Watch for an
important mailing.
November's Theme - Rejoice - Give Thanks - Sing

Highlight’s from Church Council Meeting - Sept. 21, 2021
Reports:


Pastor’s Report: Pastor Hoffmann reports the adult class on Sunday morning and the evening class on Monday
evening are well attended. He is still hoping to see more participation, however.



Finance Committee: Two matters that resulted from the Finance meeting are: (1) they believe they need to have
2 “counters” each Sunday in order to comply with an audit of our financial controls; and, (2) a change to the
Treasurer’s position that would make it a non-voting position on Council, without term limits, to take effect in
2024. This requires an amendment to our Constitution and action at our Congregation Meeting in November.
This has been prepared and submitted to Council for approval/further discussion.

Action Items


Staffing for Future: At a prior Council meeting we discussed and put on hold the need to add a staff position
(Administrative Communications Coordinator). We discussed this matter again, and it was decided we need to
begin to budget for this position beginning July of 2022. Finance will include this in the 2022 budget. There was
a motion to place this item in the 2022 budget beginning July 2022.



2022 Budget: The Finance Committee has proposed the 2022 budget reflecting a few increases in some line
items, i.e. Synod Benevolence, Building Maintenance, Internet Access/Website development, Administrative Coordinator (6 mos.) Insurance, Social Media costs, to name a few. Following discussion, a motion was heard.
Please attend the annual meeting to see the proposed budget.



Nominating Committee: Sherry Wyatt is the Chairman for this committee. At this meeting, we received commitments from Tammy Neese, Neal Booth, and Kay Tucker to run for another term. Basically, the 2022 slate for
elections is filled, with the exception of President.



Local Mission Fund Changes/Donation: Proposed change (CR.A.2021) to standing Continuing Resolution
CR.2011.1 Local Mission Fund. This change would make these funds available for use upon approval of the
Congregation Council for specific needs of the local and global community. Maximum amount for distribution for
a single cause cannot exceed $1,000.



Changing amendment C11.02: Changes the voting status of the Treasurer, requires us to amend the Constitution
C12.01 to maintain voting membership of the Congregation Council to read:
 C12.01. “The voting membership of the Congregation Council shall consist of nine Directors who shall be
the pastor, the President, Vice President, Secretary, and five members elected at large. A youth member
may be among those directors who are elected” . . .

"To have an announcement added to the weekly bulletin, please e-mail requests to
rlcelca@att.net
To place someone on the bulletin Prayer List, send an e-mail request to rlcelca@att.net
Names on the prayer list will remain for 30 days. After 30 days, the name will be removed unless we receive an email request to keep that name on the list for another
month. Prayers are indeed powerful and we thank you for your prayers!"

We extend our thanks to all who are faithfully supporting the ministry of Resurrection through their time, talent and financial support. Your gifts are essential for making our ministry strong and
vital. Thank You! Also, please remember that you may make donations on-line by going to www.resurrectiongodfrey.org and
clicking the donate button. You may make a one-time gift or select the option to repeat the gift. Again, Thank you for your support.

Resurrection Lutheran on FACEBOOK !
Church services will continue to be live streamed each week. We are streaming to our FB &
YouTube page, the church website, Riverbender.com, Riverbender’s FB page and Riverbender.com TV (available through ROKU and Firestick). These efforts are made possible via
Riverbender.com (The fee is $50/week). Thank you to the camera operators who are helping
continue our ministry. Any additional volunteers would be greatly appreciated.

Resurrection Lutheran on Twitter !

Like us on Twitter @lutheranil

3 Sharon McBride
11 Bonnie Tiemann
Dan Gardner
12 Judy Kelley
14 Ruth Wolter
26 Brian Lieber
29 Rosalind Walker

7 Jerry & Janet Broche
11 Emery and Ruthie Monroe
15 Kirk & Audrey Rhea
Joe and Sherry Wyatt
16 Rich & Joanne Kelley
23 Brian and Jennifer St. Peters
Keith & Debbie St. Cin

FINANCIAL STATUS– AUGUST 2021
DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE
GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW
GENERAL FUND BALANCE

$86,404.88
($219.57)
$21,078.87
YEAR TO
DATE

8/1/21-8/31/21
GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL
Income
Offering
Other Income
Total General Fund Income

$11,141.37
$320.18
$11,461.55

$92,928.72
$2,274.07
$95,202.79

Expenses
Benevolence
Building and Grounds
Christian Education
Church Mortgage
Evangelism
Fellowship
Insurance
Office
Personnel Costs
Personnel Salaries
Social Ministry
Stewardship Supplies
Worship
Total General Fund Expenses
General Funds Cash Flow

$225.00
$899.49
$0.00
$2,608.00
$57.73
$0.00
($389.00)
$620.37
$2,687.88
$4,312.12
$0.00
$174.53
$485.00
$11,681.12
($219.57)

$1,836.00
$7,117.01
$0.00
$20,864.00
$193.72
$0.00
$5,053.33
$2,340.74
$5,375.76
$26,416.12
$186.46
$174.53
$4,596.28
$74,153.95
$21,048.84

YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August

Offering
Income
$8,061.13
$13,629.98
$14,940.88
$9,840.57
$11,068.23
$13,775.08
$10,471.48
$11,141.37

Total Income
$8,236.96
$13,795.82
$14,962.91
$10,340.96
$11,862.92
$13,885.22
$10,656.45
$92,928.72

Expenses
$7,469.44
$8,020.72
$8,105.13
$7,509.52
$7,511.54
$6,942.21
$16,969.82
$11,681.12

Monthly
Over/Under
$
767.52
$
5,775.10
$
6,857.78
$
2,831.44
$
4,351.38
$
6,943.01
$ (6,313.37)
$
(219.57)

Year to Date
Over/Under
$
767.52
$
6,542.62
$ 13,400.40
$ 16,231.84
$ 20,583.22
$ 27,581.78
$ 21,268.41
$ 21,048.84

October 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Pastor Hoffmann’s Contact
Church Phone: 618-466-2788
Cell Phone: 815-975-4740
Email: prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com

3

4

8:45am Bible
Study

5

Fri

Sat

1

2

6

7

8

9

13

14

15

16

22

23

29

30

7pm Scouts

10am Worship

10

11

8:45am Vitality
Survey Report

7pm Executive
Committee

18

19

8:45am Bible Study

7pm Scouts

10am Worship

7pm ChurchCouncil

11am New Member
Welcome Class

24
8:45am Bible
Study
10am Worship

31
8:45am Bible
Study
10am Reformation
Worship

Men’s Club
6:30pm- Johnson’s

7pm Scouts

10am Worship

17

12

25

26
7pm Scouts

Corner

6:30pm Book Blub

20

21
Chili Drive Thru
3:30-6pm

27

28
Chili Drive Thru
3:30-6pm

Pastor Len Hoffmann
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