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Resurrectionist

“Z Velykodnem”
з Великоднем

(“Happy Easter”)

“Khrystos Voskres”
Христос Воскрес

(“Christ is risen!”)

Throughout the Lenten season we have been reminded of using this time to reflect on God’s mercy and
works of love, so that we might be more merciful with others. Last month we were encouraged to seek
more opportunities to care for our neighbor(s) in need. Right now, the Ukrainian people are lined up in the
cold and wind. They have no access to food, clean water, or medicines. There are petitions in place already
pushing nearby governments for more humanitarian aid. Here locally, we can offer our support via the
following relief efforts. . .
•

Make a gift using your Lenten envelope. All Lenten offerings will be going to the relief efforts. You may
also download the Vanco app and set up an account to do this electronically.

•

Visit the church website and click “donate.” Choose ELCA International Relief Fund. Choose Resurrection Godfrey as the charity of choice and follow the instructions. This is a handy way to make one time
and recurring gifts.

•

Or give directly to
•

Lutheran World Relief https://lwr.org/

•

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) https://www.lirs.org/

•

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Disaster Response https://elca.org/disaster

Some Interesting Ukrainian Easter Facts
Ukrainian Easter Greetings
The custom on Easter Sunday is to greet another person with the words "Khrystos Voskres!" (Христос
воскрес! ) meaning "Christ is Risen!" and the response would be "Voistyno Voskres!" (Воістину Воскресе!)
meaning "Truly, He is Risen," "Indeed, He is Risen," or "He is Risen Indeed".

Ukrainian Easter Egg Painting (Pysanky)
Pysanky were traditionally made during the last week of Lent by the women of the family, only the most
perfectly shaped and smooth would be selected. Ideally the first laid eggs of young hens were chosen and
a rooster had been present as non-fertile eggs would bring infertility to the home.

The word pysanka comes from the verb pysaty, "to write", as the designs are not painted on, but written
with beeswax and convey a message to the person you are giving the egg to. The symbols and colors have
been reinterpreted over time, in pre-Christian times used to ward off evil spirits, banish winter, guarantee a
good harvest and bring a person good luck and when Christianity became the state religion of Ukraine in
988 the symbols were reinterpreted in a Christian light.

Blessing of the basket (Sviachenia)
The last Sunday before Easter (Palm Sunday) is know as Willow Sunday (Verbna
nedilia) as native pussy-willow branches are blessed in the church as an alternative
to actual palm fronds which of course can only grow in warmer climates.
On Good Friday or Passion Friday Ukrainians visit church for the evening service and the special Ukrainian
Easter bread, paska, that goes in the basket is also traditionally baked on this day. While making the paska
pure thoughts had to be maintained and once placed in the oven no one was allowed to sit or make a loud
noise for fear it would collapse in the oven. In some regions of Ukraine the man of the house stood guard in
his front door lest someone enter and cast an evil spell while the paska was baking.
The blessing of the basket takes place on the Saturday, a day before Easter Sunday or very early on Easter
Sunday.

What to put in your Basket
•

Willow basket—Lined with an embroidered cloth, white napkin or
in the US green artificial grass.

•

Paska– Easter bread that usually features a dough braid around the
perimeter, and a dough cross, sometimes a hole is left in the middle for a candle to be lighted during the blessing.

•

Babka– Ukrainian babka is a sweet bread, tall and cylindrical like
Italian panettone.

•

Pussy Willow– Tie a few willow branches to the handle of the basket with ribbon.

•

Psyanky– Decorated eggs. New ones are made every year.

•

Krashanka– Dyed hard boiled eggs in a
variety of colors, but there must be a
red one.

•

As well as … eggs (hard boiled and
peeled), horseradish, cheese, butter,
salt/pepper, Kovbasa (susage), ham,
fresh spring flowers, and a basket cover
(embroidered cloth with symbols of
Easter), among other things.

Information courtesy of :
https://gifocard.com/ukraine/articles/how-to-say-happy-easter-in-ukrainian.php

Pastor’s Pen, A word from the heart
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday
This day begins the most Holy Week of the church
year. On this Sunday we have twin themes. The first
theme is Jesus Triumphal entry into Jerusalem as he is
hailed as king. However, the day quickly changes
mood as we hear the message of the passion Gospel
from St. Luke.
Worship will begin in the narthex as we gather for
the distribution and blessings of the palm branches.

The Triduum or The Three Days are the most sacred
days of the church year. We enter these three days on
Maundy Thursday, recalling the new commandment to
love one another. We receive individual absolution.
Worship concludes with the stripping of the altar as a
reminder of the fleeing disciples who left everything
behind and Jesus, too! The bare chancel is now set for
Good Friday. Worship is at 7:00 pm.

On Good Friday we hear John’s account of Jesus death and
burial. We hear the judgement of crucifixion and his being
led to fulfill the mission that he was set to accomplish, namely, “for God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son.” He dies with the words, “It is finished” – Mission
Accomplished. We pray this day for the all believers and
those who do not believe. We conclude worship remembering and honoring that Holy Cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. Worship is at 7:00 pm.

On Holy Saturday we gather around a new fire that reminds us of the
purification that comes through the new birth in the resurrection of
Christ. We process with lighted candles. We hear the ancient stories
of creation and salvation for God’s people, Israel. We renew our baptismal vows. We are pointed to the message of the resurrected Jesus,
and we celebrate the first Great Thanksgiving of Easter having renewed the faith of our baptism. Worship begins in the parking lot
around the new fire at 8:00 pm.
It is important to note that the Three Days is one continuous worship service held over the three
days of Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. The benediction and final blessing come at the end of the
Easter Vigil. Thursday ends in darkness; Friday begins and ends in darkness; Saturday begins in
the darkness of the tomb and ends with the bright light of the resurrection.
Please note all worship services will be held in person and on-line. Go to
www.resurrectiongodfrey.org and click the Worship Icon and then Live Stream.
We join together for the most sacred mystery as Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
Blessed Holy Week and Eastertide!

A Devotional Wednesday –
Stations of the Cross
Walk the Way of Sorrows on Wednesday of
Holy Week. Stations of the Cross will be
available for a personal Holy Week devotional
pilgrimage. The Stations will be posted in the
worship center with a devotional guide to
mark your journey. You may take this journey
at your own pace. The worship center will be
open beginning at 9:00 am and will close at
8:00 pm.
This will offer you a deeper journey as you
prepare for the Three Days.

News & Updates





Stations of the Cross will be on Wednesday, April 13th and
will be on the order of an open house. The worship center will be open 9:00 am – 8:00 pm



Maundy Thursday service will be Thursday, April 14th at
7:00 pm



Good Friday service will be Friday, April 15th at 7:00 pm



Easter Vigil service will be Saturday, April 16th at 8:00 pm



Easter Service will be Sunday, April 17th at 10:00 am

Easter Breakfast will be prepared by the Men’s Club 8:30 am
Easter morning in Young Hall.

FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS DISSOLUTION
For many years, Friends & Neighbors has served our members and the community by booking quality, live entertainment and providing transportation to those events that were outside the Alton/Godfrey
area. COVID has been the primary cause of this service coming to an end. Our last event was over two
years ago. Thereafter, three of the five booked events were cancelled and additional events could not be
booked due to COVID. Additionally, the bus service we used has gone out of business. F&N’s membership
list has not been updated for two years. Since most of the members are senior citizens, the list is probably
outdated by now.
F&N ended with a cash balance of $1,777.19 which represents three-fifths of the annual membership dues of the last season and its remaining working capital.
The Governing Board of F&N consisted of five members of Resurrection Lutheran and two additional community people. Since a significant number of due-paying memberships were not Resurrection members, the general consensus was that a portion of the remaining funds should be used within the community. The five members of Resurrection were polled and unanimously agreed to donate half the funds ($888)
to Crisis Food Center and the balance to Resurrection.
Bill Stoutenborough, Treasurer
Jill Allen
Judy Kelley
Shirley Noble
Bev Steinfeldt

Discernment Plan Calendar
The next meeting will begin immediately after worship, May 22 in the fellowship
hall. This session will last until 12:30 pm when a light lunch will be served. Everyone is urged to attend.
May 22 – Mission Statement / Directives
June 26 - Core Values
July tbd- Congregational Celebration/Picnic

Below are the consensus results of our first discernment meeting
which focused on Learning from Our History.
Joys

Challenges

Taking a Leap of Faith
Good Pastoral Leadership
Worship/Preaching/Teaching
Committed Core of Members
Building a Building
Community Outreach
Live Streaming

Breaking Away (Conflict)
Lack of Lay Leadership
Declining Participation
Aging Committed Core
Building a Building
Community Engagement
Covid-19

TRIVIA NIGHT
APRIL 30TH

The Men’s Club will sponsor a Trivia Night Wednesday, April 30th. Hot
dogs and brats will be served on an open fire between 5:30-6:45. The
trivia will start at 7pm. Start to gather your players! Tables will consist
of 5 plus participants. Subjects to be advised prior to game night …
more details to come in your weekly bulletin.

Worship Committee
The Worship Committee met on March 6th and finalized the plans for Holy Week and Easter Services. It
was decided that we would not be serving food at the remaining Lenten Services. We will need several
readers for Palm Sunday and the Easter Vigil. Please consider signing up on the sheets in the Narthex.

The forms for Easter Lilies must be returned no later than April 3rd. The cost per lily is
$15.00.
We would like to thank all of those who have volunteered their time and talents to keep our church running
smoothly.
We will meet again on April 3rd.
Worship Committee,
Cheryl & Rod Margherio
Elyse Tillman
Ruth Wolter

The Resurrection Lending Library Has Expanded
Our library in the Narthex has definitely grown from the
small book case we started with to the present one
shown. Stop by on Sundays or when in church on other occasions and check it out. There is a wide variety to
choose from. See one you like, take it, read it at your leisure
and then return it for another. This is for everyone to enjoy,
men and women.
Thanks, Ruth Wolter

2022 Community Lenten Services
The Alton Area Church Women United are sponsoring community Lenten Services at 12:00 noon. Some services
may be followed by a lunch. If lunch is served the cost is $5.00 to help deflect costs. A Free-Will offering is being collected to support Crisis Food Center and Oasis Women’s Center. Remaining services will be held:


Wednesday, April 6th - Greater St. James Missionary Baptist Church (2016 Belle St., Alton)



Wednesday, April 13th– First Presbyterian Church (4th St. & Alby, Alton)



Good Friday, April 15th– Millennium Temple (801 Blair St., Alton)

This is a great way for us to make a presence and new connections in our spiritual community !

Our music fund is in need of additional contributions to compensate our special musicians for Easter. If you would like to help, make your gifts to Resurrection Lutheran Church and place Music Fund in
the Memo Line.

GUEST
MUSICIAN
FUND

Highlight’s from Church Council - March 2022
REPORTS:
•

•

Pastor’s Report: Since resuming, Dwelling in the Word averages 8-10 participants and Sunday’s study on the Gospel of Luke
averages 12-15. Meetings with the Faithful Innovations team continue and they will have another training event April 2. On
-line worship averages 12-14 viewers. Attempts to reach more people are being made via emails and posting messages on
Facebook and Twitter. Pastor is grateful for the continued support of the ministry as finances hold strong.
Treasurer’s Report: The cash flow balance for January was -$1470.52. While the monthly income was below our monthly
estimate, Jan. and Feb. combined are still very close to the anticipated budget. The large water bill reported last month was
tracked down to a faulty toilet in the women’s bathroom.

ACTION ITEMS:
•
•

•
•

Updated COVID Protocols: Council unanimously voted that masks would be optional starting 3/20. Those with comprised
health are strongly encouraged continue wearing one. Those assisting with communion will continue wearing them as well.
Designate Midweek Lenten Offerings: Council unanimously voted to send Lenten offerings to the Ukraine Relief Efforts and
$900 from the Mission Account will be contributed as well.
Approval of polling place: We will once again offer our facility to be the 3rd Precinct polling place for the elections June 28.
Lifeline Screening Event: We discussed hosting a medical screening event and have tabled the idea for now.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:
•
•
•
•

Update on A/V System: A 2nd bid and an alternative DIY system are being looked at due to the ruinous cost of the first bid.
Pictorial Directory: Pastor would like to move forward with the new church directory/family photos to occur in October. A
coordinator who will work with the photographer is needed. 75 people must sign up for
photos to make this happen.
Discernment Training: Council members prepared for the 2nd meeting that occurred on
March 20th, identifying the demographics of both the church itself and the community.
Voting member to Synod Assembly: Elyse Tillman has agreed to participate. Mark Groh has
expressed in interest in attending, as a 2nd person is still needed.

Book Club
The Book Club will meet a week later than normal due to Maunday Thursday services of
Holy Week falling on our normal meeting night. Our next meeting will be April 21 at 6:30
pm at the church with Elyse Tillman as discussion leader. Her book choice is "Meet Me at
the Museum" by Anne Youngson and is available at the library.
Summary: In Denmark, Professor Anders Larsen, an urbane man of facts, has lost his
wife and his hopes for the future. On an isolated English farm, Tina Hopgood is
trapped in a life she doesn't remember choosing. Both believe their love stories are
over. Brought together by a shared fascination with the Tollund Man, subject of Seamus Heaney's famous poem, they begin writing letters to one another. And from
their vastly different worlds, they find they have more in common than they could
have imagined.

Lap Robes & Prayer Shawls
Lap Robes and Prayer Shawls are available to anyone who
needs some tender loving care and a cheerful act of kindness. To pick them up contact Sherry Wyatt or Ruth Wolter on
Sundays at church, or during the week see Pastor Len Hoffmann at the church office Monday thru Wednesday from 9am5pm. You may also call Ruth at home (618-433-1469) and she
will be happy to come and assist you.

Men’s Club
•

April Men’s Club will meet April 21 at Decaro’s 6:30 pm,
602 E. Third St., Alton
•

Men’s Club Trivia Night April 30
•

Easter Breakfast will be prepared by the Men’s Club at 8:30 am Easter
morning in Young Hall.
•

Men’s Club Meeting minutes are on the bulletin board with copies
available.

Dan Garner 618-792-1777

Ken Reuter, our faithful organist, has decided to retire. His last
Sunday will be April 24. To honor Ken's ministry at Resurrection there
will be a reception in his honor as we bid him farewell and Godspeed
following 10 am worship on April 24. All who have appreciated Ken's
ministry are cordially invited to attend worship and the reception that
day.

Resurrection Lutheran on FACEBOOK !
Church services will continue to be live streamed each week. We are streaming to our FB &
YouTube page, the church website, Riverbender.com, Riverbender’s FB page and Riverbender.com TV (available through ROKU and Firestick). These efforts are made possible via
Riverbender.com (The fee is $50/week). Thank you to the camera operators who are helping
continue our ministry. Any additional volunteers would be greatly appreciated.

Resurrection Lutheran on Twitter !
Like us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/LutheranIl

4 Jonathan Vick
Kevin Vick
5 Kay Tucker
10 Rod Margherio
Kolten Kinzel
11 Audrey Rhea
14 Debbie Tchoukaleff
20 Jill Allen
24 Mike Tillman
26 Sandy Bagwill
Bev Steinfeldt

8 David & Ann Isrignhausen
16 James & Vivian Heinemann

If you didn’t see your name listed
for a Birthday or Anniversary in
2021, please email Neal Booth to
be added. Thanks.
mrteachme@yahoo.com

FINANCIAL STATUS– MARCH 2022

DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE

$81,645.64

GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW

($1,470.52)

GENERAL FUND BALANCE

$20,575.50

YEAR TO
2/1/22-2/28/22

DATE

GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL
Income
Offering
Other Income
Total General Fund Income

$10,186.25

$22,897.79

$159.84

$618.45

$10,346.09

$23,516.24

Expenses
Benevolence

$245.00

$490.00

Building and Grounds

$542.54

$1,170.75

$0.00

$245.80

$2,608.00

$5,216.00

Evangelism

$68.54

$81.00

Fellowship

$116.12

$116.12

$0.00

$0.00

$544.16

$1,228.79

Personnel Costs

$2,962.88

$5,650.76

Personnel Salaries

$4,162.12

$8,474.24

$0.00

$3.45

Christian Education
Church Mortgage

Insurance
Office

Social Ministry
Stewardship Supplies
Worship
Total General Fund Expenses
General Funds Cash Flow

$0.00

$0.00

$567.25

$1,318.49

$11,816.61

$23,995.40

($1,470.52)

($479.16)

YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Offering
Income

Total Income

Expenses

Monthly

Year to Date

Over/Under

Over/Under

$12,711.54

$13,170.15

$12,178.79 $

991.36 $

991.36

$10,186.25

$10,346.09

$11,816.61 $

(1,470.52) $

(479.16)

April 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

Good Friday
7pm Worship

Holy Saturday
8pm Worship

22

23

29

30

Pastor Hoffmann’s Contact
Church Phone: 618-466-2788
Cell Phone: 815-975-4740
Email: prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com

3

4

5

6

Adult Education
Class 8:45am
10am Worship
in Service and
Online

Dwelling in the
Word 7pm

ExecComm
7pm

7pm Lent
Service

10

11

12

13

Stations of the Maundy Thurs.
Cross–
7pm Worship
open house
9am-8pm

Adult Education Young Hall in use
Class 8:45am at 10am- Godfrey
PALM SUNDAY Women’s Club
10am Worship

17

18

EASTER
SUNDAY
8:30 Breakfast
10am Worship

24
Adult Education
Class 8:45am
10am Worship
in Service and
Online

19

20

Church Council
7pm

21
Men’s Club @
Decaro’s 6:30pm
Book Club @
6:30 PM

25

26

27

28

Pastor Len Hoffmann
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Jim Lieber, President
Tim Belfield, Vice-President
Janet Broche, Secretary
Kay Tucker, Treasurer
Robin Brown
Bonnie Tiemann
Neal Booth
Tammy Neese
CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Ruth Wolter, Book Club
Jim Lieber, Christian Education,Evangelism
Pastor Hoffmann, Facebook
Carol Garner, Fellowship
Kay Tucker, Finance
Beth Hoffmann, Financial Secretary
Dan Garner, Men’s Group
Ruth Wolter, Sherry Wyatt, Prayer Shawls
Dan Garner, Property
Judy Kelley, Social Ministry
Dan Callahan, Webmaster
David Brown, Web Designer
Rod and Cheryl Margherio, Worship
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