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Last month, the word “gratitude” appeared in #8 of the 10 suggested steps/strategies that mentally strong 
people follow. In case you missed it, it stated “Mentally strong people practice gratitude, even during the 
toughest time. Let’s remind ourselves of all the good things in life the Lord has given us and the resources 
we have to help manage them.”   
 
How often do we struggle to remember this when the going gets tough? Doesn’t it seem like everything 
else happening at that particular moment in time clouds our thinking and we forget to be thankful.  During 
a difficult time, gratitude is more important than ever. Research shows that gratitude can help us cope 
with traumatic events, regulate our negative emotions, and improve our well-being. More importantly, 
gratitude can have a positive effect on our friends and family, too. It’s a small way to have a meaningful 
impact. 
 
Gratitude isn’t only a celebration when good things happen. Gratitude is a declaration that GOD IS GOOD, 
no matter what happens.  Click the following link to hear a 12 minute message to help us Christians re-
member to count our many blessing, name them one by one, and in particular thank God for his greatest 
gift- the gift of himself and is Son. 
 

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/christian-gratitude 
 

Happy Summer Everyone ! 

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/christian-gratitude


PENTECOST SUNDAY – JUNE 5 

This is the day we celebrate the sending of the Holy Spirit upon the 
disciples and the beginning of the church’s mission to share the 
good news of Jesus Christ and his life, death, and resurrection. In 
this message of love and grace all who hear it are called to be bap-
tized to receive new and abundant life.  

 

In Martin Luther’s explanation to the Third Article of the Apostles 
Creed we are reminded that on our own we cannot come to faith by 
our own choosing, but we are called by the Holy Spirit. We and the 
whole church are connected to Jesus by the power of the spirit that 
helps us see God’s activity in our lives and in the world around us. 

 

So, on June 5, after worship, we will have an opportunity to have a Pentecost Day right here at 
Resurrection. We will gather in the Spirit to hear where each other has experienced God’s 
grace, love, joy, care and/or healing in our lives. 

 

We all have a story to tell and a story to share. Sharing God’s activity with each other gives us 
the opportunity to practice sharing the gift of God’s love with others. 

 

After all, the days after Easter Jesus came to open the minds and the hearts of the disciples, so 
that they were able to share how Jesus made a difference in their lives and how they wanted 
others to know this good news, too! 

 

The mission of the church has not changed since that first Pentecost. The church continues to 
be empowered by the Holy Spirit to share the Good News of Jesus love, acceptance, and 
peace.  

 

But not only the church, but also our congregation, and we as individuals are called and given 
the courage to share this Good News with others.  

 

This is why we will begin by sharing our experiences of God’s presence in our lives so that we 
will be able to connect our story, with other’s stories, and God’s story. 

 

Blessed Pentecost! 

 

Pastor Len 



Saturday, June 18, 2022 

9:00 am to Noon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will continue our discernment process with this make-up 

 session. 

 

We will explore our Vision – Mission – Core Values  

 

We will develop our Vision Statement – Mission Statement -– Identi-
fy our Core Values. 

 

We will begin with Coffee and Refreshments at 8:30 am and conclude 
with lunch at Noon. 

 

All are invited to participate and continue our journey as we discern 
God’s leading. The day will be interactive and conversational. 

 

We want to move this process forward. Help us by participating. 



News & Updates 

Fill A Baby Bottle  

We will once again be hosting a “Fill A Baby Bottle” drive.   

This drive is sponsored by the Metro East Thrive Women's Healthcare. The collections are used to support 
the life of unborn children. Thrive offers services that include healing and refuge for women who have 
suffered from past abortion and free health care services for women facing an unplanned pregnancy.  

Collecting will start  on Mothers Day, May 8th and end on Father’s Day, June 19th.  The bottles will be lo-
cated in the Narthex. Please pick one up and fill with coins, currency or check.  Any size will help make a 
difference. 

Thanks,  

Judy Kelly, Social Ministry 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Sunday, June 5th, 11 am 

Last Call -- it’s almost here!  Come one, come all and enjoy some spiritual conversations with one anoth-
er.  No reservations required.  Bring your stories.  Don’t have any to share? Bring your ears to hear.  Lis-
tening is an important part of God being at work.  We will meet in Young Hall right after the 10 o’clock 
service on June 5.  We will begin with prayer and an introduction.  Then one-on-one (or so), sharing sto-
ries followed by group discussion.  This will take us up to noon at which time we will have pizza and 
cake.  Come and let the Spirit enter our hearts as we have these conversations.  We would love to see 
you there! 

Your Faithful Innovations Team, 

Pastor Len Hoffman, David Isringhausen, Gary & Tammy Neese, Elyse Tillman and Rich Kelley 

  

Bill & Fay Stoutenborough  

June 9, 1962 



Plant the Seeds 

Last year, The Men’s group initiated an informal invitation to Resurrection in 
the form of business cards. If you haven’t received any or need a few more, 
there is a box readily available in the Narthex.  These cards are small enough to 
keep in your wallet or purse and can be handed out when inviting someone to 

visit Resurrection.  You could also consider handing one out the next time you are witnessing. Have you 
considered leaving one along with your tip at a restaurant or with a relative or friend that has strayed from 
church? Consider leaving one anywhere to “spread the word.” I bet there is even a bulletin board some-
place you still visit like the veterinarian’s office or a local mechanic.   
 
Thanks, 
Bill Stoutenborough & The Men’s Group 

 

Mike and Elyse Tillman will be attending  
the 2022 Synod Assembly, in Champaign, IL  June 2-4. 
 
This year’s theme is “Singing the Lord’s Song in a Strange Land.” 
 
Synod Assembly is the annual gathering of the congregations of Central/
Southern Illinois Synod.  It is a time for us to be church together. We tend to 
the matters of living together in Christ for the sake of the world, learning and 
understanding how God calls us to be the church in the world. We worship 
together, receive greetings from ministry partners and ecumenical brothers and sisters, steward our finan-
cial resources to support and strengthen ministry, and are inspired and encouraged by one another. 
 
The Synod Assembly Festival Worship will be held at St. Patrick's Catholic Church in Urbana at 8:00 PM 
on Thursday, June 2nd. It is open for all to attend, and you do not have to be registered for Synod Assem-
bly. We will also livestream the service to YouTube. 
 
At the Synod Assembly, it is custom to receive an offering during the festival worship service that is dedi-
cated in full to ministry in our companion synods. Only a small portion of our commitment to our compan-
ion synods comes from our synod budget; we rely on the offering at Synod Assembly for a major part of our 
partnership support. 
 
This year’s support will go to the Faradofay Synod and the Ambovombe-Androy Synod, our two companion 
synods in southern Madagascar. This support aids in training both pastors and catechists for ministry in 
congregations. It makes it possible to pay faculty and support the living costs of students at the Bible 
Schools. Our synod support also assists with the seminarians’ living expenses and seminary operations. 
 
Do you have a desire to share in this offering? Gifts of any size are appreciated. You may send an offering 
to the festival worship on June 2 with your voting members or pastor, send a check by mail to the C/SIS 
office, or contribute online anytime at CSIS-ELCA.org/offering 

https://onrealm.org/CentralSouthern/-/form/give/assembly-offering/?utm_source=Synod%20Assembly&utm_campaign=bfe3c26c24-2022-synod-assembly-worship-offering&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a55e26e6c3-bfe3c26c24-440558724


Book Club 

 
Teresa Droste will be our discussion leader for June.  Her book choice is "The moon, the stars, and Mad-
ame Burova" by Ruth Hogan. We will meet at church on Thursday, June 16 at 6:30 pm.  Mark your calen-
dar as this is a week later than we normally meet.  
 
Summary:   After a lifetime of keeping other people's secrets, fortune 
teller Madam Burova, before she can have a little piece of life for herself, must 
fulfill a promise made in the 1970s, when she and her girlfriends were carefree, 
with their whole lives still before them. — Brighton. After inheriting her mother's 
fortune-telling business as a young woman, Imelda Burova has spent her life 
on the Brighton pier practicing her trade. After a lifetime of keeping other peo-
ple's secrets, Madam Burova is ready to have a little piece of life for herself. But 
she still has one last thing to do: fulfill a promise made in the 1970s, when 
she and her girlfriends were carefree, with their whole lives still before them. In 
London, Billie has lost her university job, her marriage, and her place in the world 
when a sudden and unlikely discovery leaves her very identity in question. Deter-
mined to find answers, she must follow a trail which leads to Bright-
on, the pier, and directly to Madame Burova's door. -- adapted from jacket 
 
Ruth Wolter 618-433-1469 

Men’s Club 
 

• Men’s Club Meeting Thursday, June 23, 6:30pm at Joe’s Pizza, 17 
EASTGATE PLAZA, East Alton 

• The Men’s Club and guest will be going to an Alton River Dragons 
ballgame on Saturday, July 16th at 6:35.  The cost of a ticket is 
$10.  Deadline for tickets is July 2nd.  See Dan Garner for more details.  

Dan Garner 618-792-1777 
 

Lap Robes & Prayer Shawls 
 
Lap Robes and Prayer Shawls are available to anyone who needs some tender lov-
ing care and a cheerful act of kindness.  To pick them up contact Sherry Wyatt or 
Ruth Wolter on Sundays at church, or during the week see Pastor Len Hoffmann at 
the church office Monday thru Wednesday from 9am-5pm. You may also call Ruth 
at home (618-433-1469) and she will be happy to come and assist you.   



Did you know the Men’s Group is sponsoring a girls’ softball team this year?  
 

The future depends on youth.  If they aren’t coming to us, we need to go to them! That’s 
the reason the Men’s Group has continued sponsoring sports for youth in Godfrey Parks & 
Recreation.  Our attendance at these games, gives us the opportunity to not only interact 
with the parents, but the community, demonstrating WE CARE.  The congregation is invit-
ed to attend as many games as they would like. See the schedule below.   
 
PS:  Remember to wear your Resurrection T-shirt if you have one and possibly take some business cards 
with you as well. Your attendance could be a hidden opportunity to witness and invite someone to church. 

Thank you to all of you who participated in the five Sunday morning Adult Edu-

cation Forums.  You asked thought-provoking questions of our community 

leaders, and challenged one another.  Our diverse guest presenters were 

warmly welcomed and encouraged to consider opportunities for partnerships 

so that we might "expand our ministry from the pew and into our neighbor-

hoods".  What we've learned will help with decision making in the ongoing 

Resurrection Discernment process.  Thanks again, Sharon Groh 



Did you know the Men’s Group  

is also sponsoring boys’ T-Ball this year?   

Our very own Brayden Broche plays on this team!   

All are invited to attend as many games as they would like.  

RESURRECTION HOSTS RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
 
 On Thursday, May 12th, we hosted a blood drive by the American Red Cross.  We 
only had a modest goal of 20 units, but we were able to meet and slightly exceed 
our goal.  We had 19 donations, but 3 of those were "double red" donations, which 
count for twice.   Therefore, we technically had 22 units.  We also had a couple of 
people deferred.  I would like to see more of the Resurrection congregation give.  I 
know many of you have health issues but I think you'd be surprised how many 
would qualify.  We plan to host another one in the fall, so I'll get more information 
to all of you at that time.  Special thanks to Carol Garner, Janet Broche, Rich Kelley, 
and Ann Isringhausen for volunteering their time to help register and run the can-
teen area.   
Thanks, Kay Tucker 



9   Alan Robertson 
10   Marilyn Otis 
20   Michael Tchoukaleff 
23   Bill Stoutenborough 
26  Pastor Bill Veith 

9   Bill & Fay Stoutenborough 
11   Tammy and Gary Neese 
17  Alan & Cyndi Robertson 
22  Mike and Debbie Tchoukaleff 
 

If you didn’t see your name listed for a Birthday or Anniversary in 2021, 
please email Neal Booth to be added. Thanks. 

Cathy and I would like to thank everyone for your prayers 
during our planned and unplanned absence. We are grateful 
for the medical attention she received in Tours, France. The 
basilica there is named for St. Martin of Tours, Martin Lu-
ther's namesake, who was baptized on his feast day, Novem-
ber 11. 
 
We are also grateful for our Executive Committee, Congrega-
tion Council and all who kept ministry moving forward during our absence.  Cathy's doctor 
said that she is making good progress and will undoubtedly be 100% in about 4 weeks. 
 
Again, thank you for being such a caring community of faith. 
 
Pastor Len and Cathy 

Church services will continue to be live streamed each week. 

We are streaming to our FB & YouTube page, the church web-

site, Riverbender.com, Riverbender’s FB page and River-

bender.com TV (available through ROKU and Firestick). These 

efforts are made possible via Riverbender.com (The fee is $50/week). Thank you to the cam-

era operators who are helping continue our ministry.  Any additional volunteers would be 

greatly appreciated.   



FINANCIAL STATUS– APRIL 2022 

YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE  $81,724.83   

GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW  ($2,557.49)  

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $27,441.29   

        

    

   YEAR TO 

  4/1/22-4/30/22 DATE 

GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL    

     Income    

          Offering  $12,710.84  $51,852.82  

          Lenten Offering  $415.00  $2,600.00  

          Other Income  $930.83  $2,184.55  

     Total General Fund Income  $14,056.67  $56,637.37  

    

      Expenses    

          Benevolence  $3,525.00  $4,288.00  

          Building and Grounds  $793.62  $2,664.48  

          Christian Education  $0.00  $245.80  

          Church Mortgage  $2,608.00  $10,432.00  

          Evangelism  $23.34  $140.33  

          Fellowship  $68.73  $303.80  

          Insurance  $0.00  $0.00  

          Office  $451.90  $2,165.81  

          Personnel Costs  $2,687.88  $11,026.52  

          Personnel Salaries  $5,000.30  $18,386.66  

          Social Ministry  $13.89  $17.34  

          Stewardship Supplies  $169.56  $169.56  

          Worship  $1,271.94  $3,790.76  

     Total General Fund Expenses  $16,614.16  $53,631.06  

General Funds Cash Flow  ($2,557.49) $3,006.31  

                                         Offering     Monthly   Year to Date  

                                          Income  Total Income Expenses  Over/Under   Over/Under  

$12,711.54   $13,170.15  $12,178.79  $         991.36   $          991.36  

$10,186.25   $10,346.09  $11,816.61  $     (1,470.52)  $         (479.16) 

$18,429.19   $19,064.46  $13,021.20  $      6,042.96   $       5,563.80  

$13,125.84   $14,056.67  $16,614.16  $     (2,557.49)  $       3,006.31  



 

June 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

Adult Education 

Class 8:45am      

10am Worship   

How is God 

Working Meeting 

& Lunch 11am 

6 

Dwelling in the 

Word 7pm 

7 

Scouts 7pm 

8 9 10 11 

12 

Adult Education 

Class 8:45am      

10am Worship   

in Service and 

Online  

13 

Dwelling in the 

Word 7pm 

14 

Scouts 7pm 

15 16 

Book Club  

6:30pm 

17 18 

19 

Adult Education 

Class 8:45am      

10am Worship   

in Service and 

Online  

20 

Dwelling in the 

Word 7pm 

21 

Scouts 7pm 

22 23 

Men’s Group @ 

Joe’s Pizza 

6:30pm 

24 25 

26 

Adult Education 

Class 8:45am      

10am Worship   

in Service and 

Online  

27 

Dwelling in the 

Word 7pm 

28 

Scouts 7pm 

29 30   

Pastor Hoffmann’s Contact  
Church Phone: 618-466-2788 
Cell Phone: 815-975-4740 
Email: prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com 



Resurrection Lutheran Church 
1211 W. Homer Adams Pkwy. 
Godfrey, IL   62035 

  

 
 

Pastor Len Hoffmann 
 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
Jim Lieber, President 

Tim Belfield, Vice-President 
Janet Broche, Secretary 
Kay Tucker, Treasurer 

Robin Brown 
Bonnie Tiemann 

Neal Booth 
Tammy Neese 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Ruth Wolter, Book Club 

Jim Lieber, Christian Education,Evangelism  
Pastor Hoffmann, Facebook 

Carol Garner, Fellowship 
Kay Tucker, Finance  

Beth Hoffmann, Financial Secretary 
Dan Garner, Men’s Group 

Ruth Wolter, Sherry Wyatt, Prayer Shawls 
Dan Garner, Property 

Judy Kelley,  Social Ministry 
Dan Callahan, Webmaster 

David Brown, Web Designer 
Rod and Cheryl Margherio, Worship  

Resurrectionist Editor:  
Neal Booth 
314-766-8782 cell 
618-433-1611 home 
mrteachme@yahoo.com 
 
The Resurrectionist  is a  
publication of  

Resurrection Lutheran Church, Godfrey, IL 
 
Address: 
1211 W. Homer M. Adams Pkwy. 
Godfrey, Illinois   62035 
 
Church Phone:  618-466-2788 
Church E-mail:  rlcelca@att.net 
Web: https://resurrectiongodfrey.org 
 
LIKE Us on Facebook and   
Twitter:  https://twitter.com/LutheranIl 
    
Service Time: 
In-Person & Online 10AM  

https://resurrectiongodfrey.org/
https://twitter.com/LutheranIl

