VOL XLII

the

JULY 2022

NO 7

Resurrectionist

Pastor’s Pen
A word from the heart
It’s the Season to be Green!
Notice how the colors of the church year
change with each season? Notice that the
Sundays after Pentecost are green for almost half of the year?
The green seasons are also called ordinary time, or a non-festival time of the
church year. The one after Epiphany has us focused on Jesus, who is the beloved
Son and shows his Godly powers. The one after Pentecost has us focus on growing as faithful disciples.
Sometimes the first half of the church year is called the festival half of the church
year which puts its focus on the life of Jesus. The non-festival half places its focus on the life of the church from Pentecost – the sending of the disciples into the
world until the Reign of Christ Sunday, when we hear of the promise that Jesus
will reign forever and ever.
Often the festival half of the church year especially, Christmas and Easter, sees
the greatest attendance and financial support for the church’s ministry. There are
suspicions that this is true because there are still cultural events related to these
occasions.
We, however, need to remember the ordinary time. When we experience opportunities for growth (Green). We can grow spiritually, in acts of loving care, and in
our financial stewardship.
Much of the green season (ordinary time) helps us see how God uses ordinary
people like us to do God’s extraordinary work in the world. In other words,
God’s Work. Our Hands.
Pastor Len

News & Updates
Social Ministry
With several days of temperatures in the 90's - 100 degrees, the Social Ministry Team encourages everyone to drink plenty of non-alcoholic fluids, reduce, eliminate or reschedule
strenuous activities until the coolest time of the day, stay in air-conditioned rooms or buildings, stay out of the sun and check up on relatives and neighbors, especially the elderly.

Donations of bottled water (any size) are being accepted through July 31, 2022
to be shared with local organizations serving at-risk and homeless individuals.
Contact Sharon Groh with questions 402-432-3942.
Thank you,
Sharon

A simple THANK YOU is an understatement for the dedication and
hours Mrs. Judy Kelley has given to our social ministry efforts at
Resurrection Lutheran Church. We wish her the very best going forward with a little less on her and Charles’ plate.
If you haven’t already heard, Sharon Groh has stepped up to the
task of leading our social ministry efforts. Feel free to contact her
with any questions, ideas or to join the team.
Sharon Groh 402-432-3942.

Do you have a special birthday, anniversary, or remembrance you
would like to recognize?
Flowers on the altar make a good choice.
Sign-up on the flower chart at the Welcome Desk. Two Sundays for
$50. You could also have a flower buddy and share the two weeks.

The congregation council has extended a contract to
Dr. Harvey Chiles as our new Music Leader.
Dr. Chiles brings a wealth of educational and musical
experiences that will enhance our worship and assist us
in reaching out to the wider community.
Please welcome Dr. Chiles if you
haven’t already.

Property Committee
It was decided that we should try to set up a cleaning schedule so that we
would know what has been cleaned and when. There is a calendar in the
kitchen that will be used to keep a record of what has been done. Just
make a note of the area cleaned on the appropriate date.
Anyone who would like to help us clean the church should call, email, text, or talk to me in person. We
would be grateful for the help. The property committee is responsible for all things pertaining to our property – inside and out. There are always things that need to be cleaned, repaired, maintained, or weeded
and trimmed. It is a challenge to keep up with and your help would be welcomed.
I would like to thank Janet Broche, Ruth Wolter, Carol Callahan, Kay Tucker, Wendy Mollet, Carol Garner,
Priscilla Donals, and Robin Brown for giving us a clean church in which to worship. Great job, ladies! Thank
you!
Sherry Wyatt
618-600-2182
Sharonwyatt300@yahoo.com

Wishing you a blessed summer !
My presence will go with you, and I
will give you rest.
Exodus 33:14

On the morning of Saturday, June 18, seventeen members participated in
the 3rd Discernment Meeting to jointly develop a new Vision & Mission
statement for Resurrection.
Pastor and Church Council would like to thank everyone involved, especially those that helped with preparations for a nice lunch. It was a great
morning and afternoon. As a result, we are pleased to announce the following:
Vision Statement
We are an inviting community of faith where we care for all.
Mission Statement
To share God’s care, we invite people personally and virtually into community, and offer opportunities to grow and serve.
Guiding Principles
1. Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior
2. Transparency is key to integrity
3. Acceptance in inviting
4. Faithful in caring
5. Compassion for everyone
6. Creatively growing in service

Book Club
The Book Club will not meet in July, as it is considered a vacation month. We will meet at a
local restaurant for dinner and fellowship in August to discuss new authors and books that
have captured our attention. Anyone wishing to join us is welcome. More info on the August outing will be in next month’s newsletter.
Thanks,
Ruth Wolter 618-433-1469

Lap Robes & Prayer Shawls
Lap Robes and Prayer Shawls are available to anyone who needs some tender loving care and a cheerful act of kindness. To pick them up contact Sherry Wyatt or
Ruth Wolter on Sundays at church, or during the week see Pastor Len Hoffmann at
the church office Monday thru Wednesday from 9am-5pm. You may also call Ruth
at home (618-433-1469) and she will be happy to come and assist you.

Men’s Club
•

Alton River Dragons ballgame on Saturday, July 16th at 6:35.

•

Men’s Club Meeting July 21, 6:30 pm at Decaro’s

Faithful Innovations Team
What a wonderful experience we had on Sunday, June 5, 2022 the day of Pentecost! The Spirit of
God overwhelmed me and all of the Faithful Innovations Team that day, as roughly 30 parishioners gathered to share Spiritual stories. The thought was to have a few one on one conversations, but the Spirit
had other ideas. So many of you came to share, that the one-on-one became 5 tables of 6 people instead…. and share, you did! Stories of God at work during times of great tragedy, health issues, neardeath experiences, birth of a child, inspiration of nature, simple acts of kindness, worship and more.
Originally, we pondered whether an hour would be too much time to share, but it was just enough
time, as we came back together to share as a group. To conclude, we enjoyed pizza, cake and fellowship.
Thanks to all who participated in the sharing and listening. Thanks be to God for sending the Spirit
that day! Help us be mindful of your presence every day. Amen !
Blessings,
Rich Kelley, Elyse Tillman, David Isringhausen, Tammy Neese, Gary Neese, Pastor Len

ELCA Central/Southern Illinois Synod Assembly 2022
Hello!
That title, although accurate, certainly is a mouthful, isn’t it? The basic details were that my husband, Mike and I represented Resurrection at this annual gathering June 2-4th, in Champaign-Urbana, with
about 200 other people: congregation reps, pastors, Synod staff, and guests. It was the first in-person Assembly since 2019. That was my first Synod Assembly; Rich Kelley also attended then. Think how much has
happened since June 2019!
Let’s consider the theme for this year’s Assembly, which was “Singing God’s Song in a Strange Land.”
I would say that the “strange land” could cover a multitude of issues that loom large now, including the continuing impact of Covid-19, Russia’s war against Ukraine, gun legislation, Roe v. Wade being overturned, the
impact of rising food, gas and housing prices; I’m sure you could add to this already-heavy list. In the larger
Church, there’s the crisis of pastoral shortages and church closings, plus the shrinking of traditional, mainline denominations. Bishop Roth noted that there are 16 congregations that are actively seeking a full-time
pastor in our Synod; a further 10 congregations are in “transition” – still completing their search process
profiles.
What might the future church look like? One of the guest speakers, the Rev. Elissa Bailey from the
Presbyterian Church, gave an enlightening talk of what 2050 could be like. 30 years from now, the Millennials and Generation Z will be in charge. She noted that this group of people values ethics over laws, is not
afraid of change, cares for the world, each other, and the environment, and is the most inclusive generation
yet. She noted we need to consider who isn’t coming to church, and why. We have to reach out to people
who have been hurt in the past by the church as an institution. We also need to value care for one another
above care for buildings. She encouraged us to combine our missions with other churches, of other denominations. A catch phrase she mentioned that seemed to resonate with a lot of us was “relationships over
rules.” Do we have too many rules about what church is and who can belong?
Another speaker was Bishop Emeritus Edward Braxton, previously of the Catholic Diocese of Belleville and St. Louis. He gave a really interesting talk about “the decline of common meaning” (also a book title) -- how it seems nearly impossible to come to agreement on issues in our country. We see the fragmentation of community; how do we define community? The Internet has contributed to “post-modern communities”, like Facebook. We can’t even truly define what it means to be an American – there aren’t
enough shared experiences and shared understandings, he noted. There’s also the racial divide: police brutalizing and killing Black citizens. He noted how polarized the Catholic church has become.
He said the answer lies in Jesus of Nazareth. He noted the words of Pope Francis-- that we are in a
change of era – longing for the victory of love and the hope for reconciliation. He pointed to Luke’s Sermon
on the Plain; how “do unto others” should be our central moral principal. In short, we need Jesus now more
than ever. He also pointed to the importance of ecumenism, and that the process of re-

building will take time, trial and error, and perseverance. He implored us to do these 5 things: “Listen,
Learn, Think, Pray, and Act,” in that order. [The text of his speech is available on the Synod website, and I
highly recommend reading it.]
Resurrection is blessed to have another year with Pastor Len Hoffmann as our Interim. We are all
so grateful for his preaching, teaching and leadership. Resurrection may be in its own “strange land,” but
we are learning how to navigate it, grow stronger, and become the people God wants us to be: through
the Discernment process, through our Sunday Morning guest speakers, through programs like Faithful Innovations, the activities we already have, and the community outreach yet to come.
Assembly was a great time to be inspired, to make connections with other faithful people of God;
to realize we are not alone – there are other organizations and churches we can partner with, and there
are Synod programs which support our efforts. Thank you for reading, and thanks to Resurrection for
sponsoring our attendance.
Sincerely,
Elyse Tillman

This mural was a group
project– The Tree of Life.
Everyone contributed
their thoughts, hopes &
prayers on paper to make
the branches and butterflies.

Spoudazo is a music and drama ministry of First Lutheran Church for high school youth in the Fremont, Nebraska area. Spoudazo is a Greek word meaning, “with energy.” The 9th-12th grade youth involved in this
ministry have energy and enthusiasm for the sharing of the Gospel. Beginning in May, Spoudazo met regularly for rehearsals, Bible Study and prayer. Many Spoudazo participants are youth from First Lutheran
Church, but it is also an ecumenical group involving youth from several Fremont, NB area congregations.
This year’s tour takes them to Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota before returning home for their final
concert. https://www.flcfremont.org/

A sign-up sheet to make carpooling available is in the narthex.
Please contact Sharon Groh at 402-432-3945 with any additional questions.

The tans will fade, but the memories will last forever. Happy Summer Holidays.
Church services will continue to be live streamed each week.
We are streaming to our FB & YouTube page, the church website, Riverbender.com, Riverbender’s FB page and Riverbender.com TV (available through ROKU and Firestick). These
efforts are made possible via Riverbender.com (The fee is $50/week). Thank you to the camera operators who are helping continue our ministry. Any additional volunteers would be
greatly appreciated.
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9
21
23

Wendy Mollet
Gary Neese
Janet Broche
Dan Tillman
Robin Brown
Brayden Broche
28 David Brown
29 Taylor Neese
Curt Bagwill
31 Dan Callahan

30 Jared & Ashley Kinzel

If you didn’t see your name listed for a Birthday or
Anniversary in 2021, please email Neal Booth to be
added. Thanks.

Highlight’s from Church Council - May & June 2022
REPORTS
•

Treasurer’s Report: Lenten offerings were designated to the ELCA International Disaster Relief for the Ukraine.
Thanks to everyone’s generosity and $900 from our Mission Fund, $4,850 was contributed. Our power bill (on
budget billing) has increased from $411 a month to $522. Guest ministry expenses were $649.01. Council allocated $1500 to the Music Fund to help with expenses for the remainder of the year. We are considering making this a
budgeted item for 2023. Mid-year statements will be sent out in July.

•

Pastor’s Report: The Faithful Innovations Team’s “Where have you seen God’s activity?” on June 5 was a great
event highlighted by good attendance and superb conversations. Pastor will continue training with the team in August. Online worship is averaging about 12-14 viewers. Boosted posts average 25-40 clicks on social media.

•

President’s Report: Jim would like us to participate in ELCA God’s Work. Our Hands. with a project in September. More details to follow.

•

Committee Reports:
•

Properties: Shingles on the south side of the building were lost during a recent storm. Ryan Construction
was contacted, advising there are issues that are warranty and installation related. These issues are being
addressed further.

•

Men’s Club: The men are working on a community music night for October that may include a food truck
or two. Proceeds will go to Ukraine. More to follow as the time gets closer.

•

Social Ministry: God’s Work. Our Hands. will take place on Sunday, September 11. Recommendations
thus far are to secure Thrivent funding to purchase materials for fleece blankets for Camp Noah participants, Minnesota. To seek financial support to continue our Books for Kids.

ACTION ITEMS
•

Music Ministry: Council unanimously voted on 6/5/22 during a special meeting to contract Dr. Harvey Chiles as
our new Music Leader. Pastor and Council updated the Music Leader description, interviewed Dr. Chiles and determined he was refreshing, exciting and well suited for our ministry.

•

Update on Audio/Visual system: A 2nd bid was received from TCI and much higher than Output Unlimited. Output Unlimited will be contacted for an updated bid. The Congregation will be presented with this bid and resources
for approval to proceed.

•

New Insurance: Council unanimously voted to change the building insurance from Brotherhood Mutual to Church
Mutual who offered better rates and coverage.

•

Copier: Council unanimously voted to purchase a new copier for $4,721. Our current copier/printer is 10 years
old. By upgrading our monthly maintenance cost is cut nearly in half, going from $253 down to $140.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:
•

Pictorial Directory: Sherry Wyatt has volunteered to be the coordinator for this project. More details to follow.

•

ELCA Foundation: While talking in the Synod Assembly, Pastor engaged in conversation with at representative
of ELCA Endowment Trust Fund. He has suggested Council might want to learn more about this fund and what
services are available to individuals as well as the church council. More details to follow.

FINANCIAL STATUS– MAY 2022
DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE

$81,704.03

GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW

($1,758.44)

GENERAL FUND BALANCE

$25,702.46

YEAR TO
5/1/22-5/31/22

DATE

GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL
Income
Offering

$10,563.81

Lenten Offering

$65,016.63
$2,600.00

Other Income
Total General Fund Income

$232.93

$2,417.48

$10,796.74

$67,434.11
(without Lenten Offerings)

Expenses
Benevolence

$465.00

$4,753.00

Building and Grounds

$894.37

$3,558.85

$0.00

$245.80

$2,608.00

$13,040.00

Evangelism

$12.66

$152.99

Fellowship

$0.00

$303.80

Insurance

$0.00

$0.00

$601.14

$2,766.95

Personnel Costs

$2,687.88

$13,714.40

Personnel Salaries

$4,992.03

$23,378.69

Social Ministry

$0.00

$17.34

Stewardship Supplies

$0.00

$169.56

Christian Education
Church Mortgage

Office

Worship
Total General Fund Expenses
General Funds Cash Flow

$294.10

$4,084.86

$12,555.18

$66,186.24

($1,758.44)

$1,247.87

YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Offering
Income

Total Income

Expenses

Monthly

Year to Date

Over/Under

Over/Under

$12,711.54

$13,170.15

$12,178.79 $

991.36

$10,186.25

$10,346.09

$11,816.61 $

(1,470.52) $

$

991.36

$18,429.19

$19,064.46

$13,021.20 $

6,042.96

$

5,563.80

$13,125.84

$14,056.67

$16,614.16 $

(2,557.49) $

3,006.31

$10,563.81

$10,796.74

$12,555.18 $

(1,758.44) $

1,247.87

(479.16)

July 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Pastor Hoffmann’s Contact
Church Phone: 618-466-2788
Cell Phone: 815-975-4740
Email: prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com

3

4

5

Fri

Sat

1

2

6

7

8

9

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

29

30

Scouts 7pm

9:00am Coffee &
Donut Fellowship
10am Worship

10

11

12

9:00 am Coffee and
Donut Fellowship
10am Worship

Young Hall in
use 10:00 am

Scouts 7pm
Executive
Cmte. 7 pm

17

18

19

9:00am Coffee &
Donut Fellowship

Young Hall in
use

Scouts 7pm
Church Council
7pm

25

26

Discernment
Meet. #4 11:00

10am Worship

24
9:00am Coffee &
Donut Fellowship
10am Worship

31
9:00am Coffee &
Donut Fellowship
10am Worship

Scouts 7pm

Men’s Club
6:30p @
Decaro’s

27

28

Pastor Len Hoffmann
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