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Dog Days of Summer 
 
Have we been experiencing the “Dog Days of Summer” lately or what?  July heralds the beginning of the 
Dog Days of Summer. According to the Old Farmer’s Almanac, they begin July 3 and end August 11.  They 
typically follow the Summer Solstice of late June and signal the beginning of the worst of summer’s intensi-
ty.  For most of us, that means we can expect several “ruff” weeks of hot, muggy weather. Given current 
weather patterns, even as I finalize this month’s newsletter, it looks as though we might be stuck in that trend 
a while longer.  For some, this is good news as summer parades on. For others, it could mean having to toler-
ate the pungent temperatures a bit longer. 
 
The Dog Days of Summer has traditionally referred to the hottest, most uncomfortable part of summer in the 
Northern Hemisphere. Throughout history, people around the world have associated them with extreme heat, 
drought, severe weather, fever, lethargy, and overall bad luck.  That sounds about right for our 2022 summer, 
at least so far.  
 
Throughout history, the phrase has meant a lot more...  
 
• The sweltering weather coincides with Sirius, the Dog Star, rising and setting in conjunction with our 

sun. Sirius is the brightest star in the sky.  In ancient Greece, Egypt, and Rome, it was believed that the 
dawn rising of Sirius in mid- to late summer contributed to the extreme weather of the season. The 
“combined heat” of Sirius and the sun was thought to be the cause of summer’s sweltering temperatures. 
For the Greeks and Romans, it potentially signaled a time when evil was brought to their lands in the 
form of drought, disease or discomfort. The name “Sirius” even stems from Ancient Greek seírios, mean-
ing “scorching.”   

 
• For a quick lesson in astronomy, Sirius and Dog Days, watch this cute video narrated by a cou-

ple of dogs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBtjweC5nN8 
 
• For the ancient Egyptians, the dawn rising of Sirius (known to them as Sothis) coincided with the Nile 

River’s flood season. They used the star as a “watchdog” for that event.  Since ancient Egyptian life de-
pended on agriculture, the flowing river would either bring great prosperity or great destruction. 

• One can even go back as far as Homer, The Iliad, referring to Sirius as Orion’s dog rising. It describes 
the star as being associated with war and disaster. 

 
Don’t let this history lesson alarm you though. Although Sirius is extremely bright, and even visible to the 
naked eye under the right conditions, the extra heat in the Dog Days is not caused by any additional radiation 
from this star. We know the earth’s rotation around the sun and the tilted axis is the reason why we experi-
ence the seasons.  
 
In more modern times, the Dog Days are those days our dogs literally prefer to spend their time sleeping in 
the air-conditioned house rather than playing outside. Let’s face it, as pet parents, most of us are unenthusias-
tic to even take them on walks right now. They become known as those useless days that fishermen are una-
ble to practice their sport. Quite possibly golf games and the like are put on hold. Rigorous outdoor activities 
like mowing the yard go from a weekly chore to waiting for the next cool down. It’s the time teachers and 
pupils return to the classrooms.  Sadly, for some, it’s the time summer quickly grinds to a halt. 
 
As Christians, we know that individual believers, families and church-
es should not live in doldrums, but in vibrancy and vitality.  May the 
Lord give us hearts, homes and sanctuaries where his presence is regu-
larly sought and enjoyed, even in those dreaded Dog Days of Summer. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
 
Neal Booth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBtjweC5nN8


Celebrating the Dedication of 

Our Facilities 

 

September 25, 2022 

 

You are Invited! 

 

It’s hard for most of us to believe that it’s been 30 years since the doors of Resurrection’s 
new facilities were opened for worship, learning and service.  

 

Much ministry has taken place within and outside of these walls. As a community of faith, we 
have worshiped and studied together. Joys such as baptisms and weddings have been celebrat-
ed. Memories have been shared and tears shed, as we have offered final blessings and entrust-
ed relatives and friends to our Lord’s eternal care. 

 

Over the years we have welcomed new people into our community of faith and welcomed a 
whole congregation at the closing of Trinity in Alton. We have bid farewell to others who 
have moved on to other communities. 

 

Activities have been many. October Fest, and the Butterfly Festival. Community garage sales 
and craft fairs. Collections of food for the Crisis Center. Spaghetti dinners to support local 
ministry partners. The chili suppers during Covid shutdown and live streaming worship. 

 

Celebrations are times to look backward. We have had a building (getting close to being paid 
for). We have fixed it up, painted and replaced flooring. It is in good shape and ready. 
Through our discernment meetings we began to envision where God is leading us to serve in 
the future, and how we might utilize our facilities for future ministry and growth. Looking 
forward, we seek to expand our ability to welcome people personally and virtually. 

 

We have been led by the Holy Spirit through holy conversations to discern a renewed vision 
and mission, as well as having set goals for the next three years. 

 

We look forward to seeing what the resurrected Resurrection will be like and what role our 
facilities and property will play in that future. Only God knows. 

 

Pastor Len 



News & Updates 

"God’s work. Our hands.”  
 

 

 
Resurrection members and friends will be making tied fleece blankets.  Blankets will then be gifted 
to children and youth receiving care and support, along with their mothers at the OASIS Women's 
Center, Alton.  Oasis provides shelter and recovery for domestic violence victims.  
  
The Social Ministry team will  purchase the materials and organize the event.  Blankets will be 
tied following worship at 11:15 am on September 11, 2022.  Did we mention there is no sewing 
involved?  Two premeasured pieces of fleece are cut on the edges like fringe, then tied togeth-
er.  This is an easy-peasy family and friends service project.  Prayerfully consider inviting one or 
more persons who do not routinely worship with us to this fun opportunity, to experience first-hand 
our updated mission and values at Resurrection.   God's work. Our hands. 
  

• The number of blankets depends upon cash or check 
donations received for the purchase of 2-yard pieces 
of fleece per blanket.  

• THRIVENT MEMBERS:  Please consider requesting a 
$250 Thrivent Action Team seed money grant  to help 
purchase material.  Sharon Groh, Social Ministry, can 
help with the application and reporting.  Details 
at thrivent.com. 

• Is there a local business you could speak to for finan-
cial assistance for this community-focused activity? 

Sunday, September 11, 2022 

Resurrection Music - FALL 2022 
OPK Music Classes will begin on Monday 9/12 and run on consecutive Mondays Through December 5, 2022.  They are tuition-
based classes with preregistration.  We will offer limited scholarships and financial aid to those in need.  Open to all interested 
and no auditions or tryouts. 
 
Mondays: 3:30 - 4:30 will be music classes for K-2 
6:00 pm to 7 pm will be the music class/choir for grades 3-5. 
 
If enrollment drives additional classes, they will be added on Wednesdays. 
 
Private lessons will be available on an individual basis beginning with voice and piano.  We will 
add other options as teachers become available and demand dictates. 

 

The Fall Advent Concert and recital will be on Sunday, December 4th at 3:00 pm in the sanctu-
ary of Resurrection Lutheran, with a possible reception to follow in the fellowship hall.  
  
Please contact Dr. Harvey Chiles for more details or to offer your voice. 

http://thrivent.com/


Mark your calendars for September 25 when we will celebrate the 

30th anniversary of the dedication of our facilities. A special worship is 

being planned by our Worship Committee and the Council will be ap-

pointing a committee to plan a wonderful catered lunch following wor-

ship. Invitations and RSVP's will be coming around the 1st of Septem-

ber. Please plan now to attend this celebration. 

Worship Committee 
The Worship Committee met on June 29th.  Pastor purchased the 14 Stations of the Cross and we agreed 
they should be hung in the church year round.  We also decided to redo a flower chart that fits the table.   
  
We turned the meeting over to Harvey Chiles to discuss his thoughts and plans for the fall. 
  
He is considering a 30-minute mini-concert either before or after the Advent Services.  This would hopefully 
enhance attendance.  He would like to schedule an afternoon Advent concert on the second Sunday in Ad-
vent.  It would be about 75 minutes in length and a possible reception afterward in Young Hall.   
  
Harvey will also be offering weekly music classes for K-2 beginning tentatively in September and possibly a 
community children’s choir for grades 3-5.  His company will handle the insurance and he will have an assis-
tant joining him.  His name is Lorian Warford, a former student.   
  
We will be discussing our 30th anniversary celebration at the next meeting.  
We are looking forward to that event.  
  
Cheryl & Rod Margherio, Robin Brown, Elyse Tillman &  Ruth Wolter  

 
 

Special Congregational Meeting August 7 following Worship 
 

This will be in reference to a motion needed to approve the installation of new audio-visual 
equipment in the sanctuary and Young Hall. 

Social Ministry  
To support Resurrection’s revised mission, vision, and goals, the Social Ministry team, with 
area pastors, is coordinating a community-wide faith and church exploration series.  This is 
intended to be a quarterly event inviting community members inside the doors of one an-
other’s worship space to gain an understanding of the diverse faith experiences and minis-
tries.  We hope to foster friendship and collaborations “to grow and serve”. More details to 
follow. Thanks, Sharon Groh  



Men’s Club 
 

Our next meeting will be August 11 @ 6pm followed by supper at 
Johnson’s Corner at 7pm. 

Dan Garner 618-792-1777 

Lap Robes & Prayer Shawls 
Prayer Shawls and Lap Robes are available for anyone you may know in need of 
comfort at a difficult time in their life, just to let them know someone does 
care.  Whether it is an illness, loss of a loved one, bad circumstances or knowing 
they could use some TLC.  The recipient does not have to be a member of our 
church, we care for all!  During the week, Monday thru Wednesday, Pastor Len 
Hoffmann can help you when he is at the church 9 to 5.  On Sundays see Sherry 
Wyatt or Ruth Wolter, who will be happy to assist you.  Or, you can call Ruth at 
home, 618-433-1469 who will be happy to meet you at the church for assistance. 

Book Club 

The Book Club will meet on Thursday, August 11th, at 6:30 pm, for din-
ner at Decaro's Restaurant.  We look forward to a great evening of 
food, fun and fellowship.  Our discussion will be about enjoyable books 
and new authors that we have discovered in the past couple of 
months.  Anyone is welcome to join us; all I request is that you call me 
by noon on August 11th as I need to make reservations.   
 
Thanks, 
Ruth Wolter 618-433-1469 

Music and Arts Festival 
It was the consensus of the planning group, Pastor and a few others that we 
needed to postpone the Music and Arts Festival.  Concerns involving costs, 
ability to raise enough sponsorships, lack of a specific theme and/or charita-
ble incentive and limitations of time became evident.  We strive to have an 
event of which we can be proud, and achieve a positive connection with the 
community.  For these reasons, we have decided to postpone this event until 
the fall of 2023, in an effort to be more organized and prepared for the task. 
 
Thank you for the time and efforts thus far. 
 
Peace be with you, 
Jim Lieber 



4     Vivian Heinemann  
13   Sharon Groh  
19   Sam Ellis 
       Beth Hoffmann 
21   David Isringhausen 
29   Kirk Rhea 
       Jim Heinemann 
31  Charles Kelley 
 

16  Rod & Cheryl Margherio 
22  Jim & Kathleen Lieber 
 

If you didn’t see your name listed for a Birthday or 
Anniversary in 2021, please email Neal Booth to be 
added. Thanks. 

Church services will continue to be live streamed each week. 

We are streaming to our Facebook page, the church website, 

Riverbender.com, Riverbender’s FB page and Riverbender.com 

TV (available through ROKU and Firestick). These efforts are 

made possible via Riverbender.com (The fee is $50/week). Thank you to the camera opera-

tors who are helping continue our ministry.  Any additional volunteers would be greatly ap-

preciated.   

Dog days bright and clear 
Indicate a good year; 

But when accompanied by rain, 
We hope for better times in vain. 

    
Farmer’s Almanac 



Highlight’s from Church Council - June & July 2022 

REPORTS 

•  Treasurer’s Report:  Kay Tucker presented June’s financial report showing plate contributions for the month at $14,982.50, 

plus other income, bringing the total income for the month to $15,374.79.  Expenses for the month are $12,717.31. Cash 

flow balance at the end of June was $2,657.48 and our YTD is a positive $3,905.35.  The checking account balance for June 

was $28,317.99. Mid-year statements were also handed out in July. Our power bill has increased and we’ve been going 

through more supplies due to various meetings and an increased number of attendees. Our annual insurance premium is 

due in August and we will most like see a small deficit. The order for a new copier/printer has been placed with Williams Of-

fice Supply for the cost of $4,721.00. It should arrive this fall. 

•  Pastor’s Report:  Pastor will have another training with the Faithful Innovations Team in August. He has begun utilizing Con-

stant Contact, a tool for more effective and efficient communication by email. He is pleased by the participation and results 

of our final discernment meeting. On-line worship on Sunday morning is averaging 12-14 viewers.  

•  Committee Reports:   

• Property Committee (update):  Samples of shingles damaged in recent storms were sent to the manufacturer to be 

evaluated for failure related issues.  Upgrades to our level of building security are needed, especially if we end up 

moving forward with A/V upgrades. Properties will be looking into fixing and/or upgrading our current alarm system 

that is original to the building. 

ACTION ITEMS 

• Audio/Visual System:  The updated quote from Output Unlimited on a new audio/visual system came to $46,140.15. The 

Executive Committee moved to proceed forward. The quote will go before the congregation for approval at a Special Congre-

gation Meeting on August 7th to seek authorization for this expenditure out of the Reserve Fund . 

• Going Into All the World and Special Congregational Meeting:  Pastor prepared a letter titled “Going Into All the World” and 

sent it out twice. The letter pertains to the A/V upgrades and helping achieve a new direction that was determined through 

the Discernment Meetings. A special meeting was set for 8/7 to vote. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

• Social Media Person:  Pastor has been exploring the need and the possibility of contracting with social media person, Chris-

tine Simone, to expand our use of social media and see if there are definite benefits.  We discussed that such a person could 

certainly help us understand this media better and how we can use it, especially with upcoming events and Advent. We 

moved to authorize Pastor to talk with her and determine the feasibility of entering into a 6 month trial (not to exceed $250 

per month). We can terminate this contract at any time after 6 months. 

• Community Music & Arts Festival :  We had 2 planning meetings.  Some felt we were not aligned with our new Mission and 

Vision statements.  Perhaps we were too rushed and needed to gain focus.  The event has been postponed till next year.  

MISC:   

ELCA Foundation Presentation:   We invited Tim Urness, a representative of  the ELCA Endowment Fund, to our meeting to give 

us an overview of ELCA’s Ministry Trust Fund designed as an investment tool for congregations.  Currently we hold our reserve 

funds in a money market account that does not offer financial growth, only a small amount of interest. The ELCA fund allows us 

to invest our reserve, make future deposits, earn quarterly distributions, and make withdrawals as necessary.  We decided it 

would be good to bring Tim back to make a presentation to interested members of the congregation who might want to consider 

a planned gift.    



FINANCIAL STATUS– JULY 2022 

YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE  $81,704.03    

GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW  $2,657.48    

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $28,317.99    

         

     

   YEAR TO  

  6/1/22-6/30/22 DATE  

GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL     

     Income     

          Offering  $14,982.50  $79,999.13   

          Lenten Offering    $2,600.00   

          Other Income  $392.29  $2,809.77   

     Total General Fund Income  $15,374.79  $80,208.90   

   (without Lenten Offerings) 

      Expenses     

          Benevolence  $245.00  $4,998.00   

          Building and Grounds  $1,113.01  $4,671.86   

          Christian Education  $0.00  $245.80   

          Church Mortgage  $2,608.00  $15,648.00   

          Evangelism  $12.62  $165.61   

          Fellowship  $0.00  $303.80   

          Insurance  $0.00  $0.00   

          Office  $669.93  $3,436.88   

          Personnel Costs  $3,138.12  $16,852.52   

          Personnel Salaries  $4,178.78  $27,557.47   

          Social Ministry  $0.00  $17.34   

          Stewardship Supplies  $0.00  $169.56   

          Worship  $751.85  $4,836.71   

     Total General Fund Expenses  $12,717.31  $78,903.55   

General Funds Cash Flow  $2,657.48  $3,905.35   

                                         Offering     Monthly   Year to Date  

                                          Income  Total Income Expenses  Over/Under   Over/Under  

$12,711.54   $13,170.15  $12,178.79  $         991.36   $          991.36  

$10,186.25   $10,346.09  $11,816.61  $     (1,470.52)  $         (479.16) 

$18,429.19   $19,064.46  $13,021.20  $      6,042.96   $       5,563.80  

$13,125.84   $14,056.67  $16,614.16  $     (2,557.49)  $       3,006.31  

$10,563.81   $10,796.74  $12,555.18  $     (1,758.44)  $       1,247.87  

$14,982.50  $15,374.79  $12,717.31  $      2,657.48   $       3,905.35  

      

This month's offering includes a parishioner who pays quarterly, hence the increase  

     in the total.      



 

August 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

Scouts 7pm 

3 4 5 6 

7 

9:00am Coffee & 

Donut Fellowship 

10am Worship    

8 

Young Hall in 

use 10-1 

9 

Scouts 7pm 

Executive 

Cmte. 7pm 

10 11 

Book Club @ 

Decaro’s  6:30p  

Men’s Club @ 

Church then John-

son’s Corner 6p 

12 13 

14 

9:00am Coffee & 

Donut Fellowship 

10am Worship    

15 

Young Hall in 

use 10-12 

16 

Scouts 7pm 

Church Council 

7pm 

17 18 

 

 

19 20 

21 

9:00am Coffee & 

Donut Fellowship 

10am Worship    

22 23 

Scouts 7pm 

24 25 26 27 

28 

9:00am Coffee & 

Donut Fellowship 

10am Worship    

29 30 

Scouts 7pm 

31    
Pastor Hoffmann’s Contact  
Church Phone: 618-466-2788 
Cell Phone: 815-975-4740 
Email: prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com 



Resurrection Lutheran Church 
1211 W. Homer Adams Pkwy. 
Godfrey, IL   62035 

  

 
 

Pastor Len Hoffmann 
 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
Jim Lieber, President 

Tim Belfield, Vice-President 
Janet Broche, Secretary 
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