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the 



Contrary to the contemporary cultural perception of the nature of the family, God 

has a design, a plan, for the structure and function of the family. Many know all too 

well from experience what the family should not be like and set out to contrive their 

own design for the family to achieve personal fulfillment.  But, as Christians, we know 

that without the observance of God’s plan for the family, peace and personal fulfill-

ment cannot be realized. 

 

God has given the Church the responsibility of continually presenting God’s design 

for all of life to the world, but particularly to believers. Although the secular world 

may place emphasis upon commercial interests on such occasions, the Church 

should regard such occasions as opportunities to articulate the truth of God to all 

human relationships. 

 

This month, I wanted to take a second to remember all the grandparents in our con-

gregation. I know we have quite a few of them!  If you didn’t already know, Septem-

ber actually sets aside a day to remember the “roots” of our family.  This year, 

Grandparent’s Day is Sunday, September 11th.  

 

Whether you are in a nuclear family, extended family, single-parent family, step-

family, extended family, grandparent family and of course a church family, all of us 

are like the branches on a tree. We all grow in different directions, yet our roots re-

main as one. 

 

Blessings,  

Neal Booth 



September 6   Dwelling in the Word 

September 11   God’s Work. Our Hands. 

September 18   How We Got the Bible 

September 25  30th Anniversary  

 

In the beginning was the Word. This sentence begins the 
Gospel of John. It echoes the book of Genesis where God 
started it all.  

  

So, September begins our movement into opportunities for growing in faith and relationships 
with one another. It is an opportunity for our community of faith to become energized by the 
Holy Spirit as we delve into God’s word and share with one another how God continues to 
work in our lives and strengthens us for witness and service as we move toward fulfilling our 
vision to be an inviting community of faith where we care for all; and our mission: to 
share God’s care, we invite people personally and virtually into community, and offer 
opportunities to grow and serve. 

 

Dwelling in the word will begin on Tuesday, September 6 at 2 pm and continue Monday’s, 
September 12 at 2 pm. Our focus will be on various spiritual areas of life (See details else-
where.) 

 

On God’s Work. Our Hands. Day September 11 we will gather following worship to tie 
quilts for Oasis Women’s Shelter. All are invited to help. Materials will be provided. 

 

September 18 at 8:45 am we will begin our video-discussion on How the Bible Came to Us. 
This is designed to help long time bible students and people who are just beginning to ex-
plore the Bible with helpful insights into the development of what today we call the Bible. 

 

The finally of September will be held September 25 when we will gather to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of our facilities. Our special guests will be Pastor Elise Rothfusz, Director of 
Evangelical Mission for the C/S Illinois Synod. Special music will be provided by the Alton 
Municipal Band Brass Quintet. RSVP by September 15. 
 
So, Let’s Begin. You are invited. 

 

Pastor Len 

Pastor’s Pen 

A word from the heart 



2022 Discernment Summary 

News & Updates 

Mark your calendars for September 25 when we will celebrate the 30th 

anniversary of the dedication of our facilities. A special worship will be 

lead by guest preacher Elise Rothfusz (Director of Evangelical Mission 

for CSIS).  A wonderful catered lunch served by Jodanni’s Amore (Benld, 

IL) has been ordered and will follow worship. Invitations are on the way. 

Please plan now to attend this celebration. 



"God’s work. Our hands.”  
 

 

 
Resurrection members and friends will be making tied fleece blankets.  Blankets will then be gifted 
to children and youth receiving care and support, along with their mothers at the OASIS Women's 
Center, Alton.  Oasis provides shelter and recovery for domestic violence victims.  
  
The Social Ministry team will  purchase the materials and organize the event.  Blankets will be 
tied following worship at 11:15 am on September 11, 2022.  Did we mention there is no sewing 
involved?  Two premeasured pieces of fleece are cut on the edges like fringe, then tied togeth-
er.  This is an easy-peasy family and friends service project.  Prayerfully consider inviting one or 
more persons who do not routinely worship with us to this fun opportunity, to experience first-hand 
our updated mission and values at Resurrection.   God's work. Our hands. 
  

• This is a reminder to anyone who can use 
a scissors or tie a knot,  that we need a lot of 
help making fleece blankets for children and 
youth who are at the Oasis Women's Shelter. 
Currently we have enough material to make 23 
blankets.  Please consider helping.  This is also 
a good time to visit with others while doing a 
great service for those less fortunate.   

Thanks, 
Ruth Wolter and the Prayer Shawl Women 

Sunday, September 11, 2022 

 

DONATE TO THE  
HYGIENE CLOSET 

 
 
You are invited to join our Social Ministry Committee in assisting students at Lewis 
and Clark College Student Government Association Hygiene Closet. 
 
The mission of the Hygiene Closet is to provide free common hygiene products to 
students who need them throughout the year. 
 
 

Child Care Products 
 
Diapers 
Baby Wipes 
Hand Sanitizers and Lotions 
 
Household Products 
 
Laundry Detergent 
Toilet Paper 
Paper Towels 

Items Needed: 
 
Soaps 
Shampoos 
Body Washes 
Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 
Tampons and Pads 



Faithful Innovations Team 

September 2022  

Last fall, the Long-Range Planning Committee was invited to take part in The Faithful Innova-
tions training sponsored by our Central/Southern Illinois Synod (ELCA).  Our team has now 
completed the training.  We are excited to celebrate what we have learned, what we have 
done as a team, and what you the members have done during this past year.   

 

It’s difficult to celebrate just by writing an article. Thus, The Faithful Innovations Team is 
planning a brief discourse on Sunday, September 11, 2022.  Together, we can celebrate the 
works of the Holy Spirit that have been witnessed.  We will briefly review what Faithful Inno-
vations is about and its 3 principles.  We will also welcome our 2 newest members, Sharon 
Groh and Harvey Chiles. Our team has room for more!  We wish to expand and invite you to 
become a member of the Faithful Innovations learning community. 

 

What’s next for the team will involve exploring our Spiritual gifts.  More about that when we 
see you in Church on the 11th.   

 

Rich Kelley, Elyse Tillman, David Isringhausen, Tammy Neese, Gary Neese, Sharon Groh, Har-
vey Chiles, Pastor Len 

Fall 2022 Adult Education  

Monday Afternoons – 2 pm in Young Hall be-
ginning September 6.  
 
Dwelling in the Word will return and focus on 
the following topics:  

• 9/6 Faithfulness  
• 9/12 Forgiveness  
• 9/19 Hope  
• 9/26 Lament  
• 10/3 Light  
• 10/10 Mission  
• 10/17 Praise  
• 10/24 Prayer  

Sundays at 8:45 am Animate: Bible begins Sep-
tember 18.  
 
The sessions are as follows:  
• 9/18 Canon: Mining for the Word  
• 9/25 No class. 30th Anniversary Celebration  
• 10/2 History: Parchment to Pixel  
• 10/9 Testaments: One Story, Two Parts  
• 10/16 Gospels: Unexpected Good News  
• 10/23 Genre: Rhythm of the Text  
• 10/30 Interpretation: Scripture Reads Us  
• 11/6 Grace: Love Is the Bottom Line 



The Men’s Club will once again prepare chili this fall 

for the annual Chili Drive-Thru. 

 

• Dates:  October 20, 27, & November 3rd, 

3:30 till 6:30 pm 

• Price:    $6.00 for two bowls plus crackers.   

 

All proceeds go to Lutheran Disaster Relief and will be 

designated to help IL and MO flood victims.  

 

Tickets are available from Men’s Club members. If you 

would like to help sell tickets, please contact Dan Gar-

ner. Please take some flyers (located in the narthex) 

and leave them behind with friends, family or any busi-

nesses you come in contact with. 

Dan Garner, 
618-792-1777  

CHILI 

You shop.          Amazon Smile          Amazon gives.  

Amazon provides a simple way for you to help Resurrection as you make your purchases.  It’s called Ama-
zonSmile.  AmazonSmile is a simple way to support the church every time you shop, at no cost to you.  
When you shop using this, you’ll find the exact same low prices and selection of products as Amazon.com 
with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the church.   
 

To date, we have only collected a total of $14. I think we can do a little better than that by 
following the 5 easy steps provided below, especially with holiday shopping approaching. 
 
To get started: 
 

1. go to smile.amazon.com 
2. in the search box, type “Resurrection Lutheran, Godfrey”   
3. select our church and follow the simple instructions making 

sure to select “Yes” that you agree to shop through smile-
amazon.com  

4. from here on out, always start with smile.amazon.com in-
stead of amazon.com  

5. TELL YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO SIGN UP ! 

file:///C:/Users/nbooth/Desktop/smile.amazon.com
file:///C:/Users/nbooth/Desktop/smile.amazon.com


Men’s Club 
 

• Men’s Club meeting Sept. 8, at church, 6 pm. Alton Sports Tap 
for Wing Nite to follow 

• Work Day Sept. 17 at church, 9 am - 1p.-  Will be painting win-
dow sills and cleaning up the garage. Lunch will be provided. 

 
Dan Garner 618-792-1777 

Lap Robes & Prayer Shawls 
Prayer Shawls and Lap Robes are available for anyone you may know in need of 
comfort at a difficult time in their life, just to let them know someone does 
care.  Whether it is an illness, loss of a loved one, bad circumstances or knowing 
they could use some TLC.  The recipient does not have to be a member of our 
church, we care for all!  During the week, Monday thru Wednesday, Pastor Len 
Hoffmann can help you when he is at the church 9 to 5.  On Sundays see Sherry 
Wyatt or Ruth Wolter, who will be happy to assist you.  Or, you can call Ruth at 
home, 618-433-1469 who will be happy to meet you at the church for assistance. 

Book Club 
The Book Club will meet September 8, 6:30 pm, at church, with Vicki Baggio as our 
discussion leader.  Her book of choice is The Pilot's Daughter by Meredith Jaeger. I 
checked on the library website and there is another book with the exact same title 
by a different author, Audrey Cole.  Be sure to get the correct one.  Everyone is wel-
come to join us and we look forward to meeting/welcoming a new lady who found 
us while searching Google for a book club. Resurrection was listed on the website 
for local book clubs! 
 

Summary:  “In the final months of World War II, San Francisco newspaper secretary Ellie 
Morgan should be planning her wedding and subsequent exit from the newsroom into do-
mestic life. Instead, Ellie, who harbors dreams of having her own column, is using all the skills she's learned as a 
would-be reporter to try to uncover any scrap of evidence that her missing pilot father is still alive. But when she 
discovers a stack of love letters from a woman who is not her mother in his possessions, her already fragile world 
goes into a tailspin, and she vows to find out the truth about the father she loves—and the woman who loved him 
back. When Ellie arrives on her aunt Iris's doorstep, clutching a stack of letters and uttering a name Iris hasn't heard 
in decades, Iris is terrified. She's hidden her past as a Ziegfeld Follies showgirl from her family, and her experiences in 
New York City in the 1920s could reveal much more than the origin of her brother-in-law's alleged affair. Iris's heady 
days in the spotlight weren't enough to outshine the darker underbelly of Jazz Age New York, and she's spent the 
past twenty years believing that her actions in those days led to murder. Together the two women embark on a 
cross-country mission to find the truth in the City That Never Sleeps, a journey that just might shatter everything 
they thought they knew—not only about the past but about their own futures. Inspired by a true Jazz Age murder 
cold case that captivated the nation, and the fact that more than 72,000 Americans still remain unaccounted for 
from World War II, The Pilot's Daughter is a page-turning exploration of the stories we tell ourselves and of how well 
we can truly know those we love.” 
 
Thanks, 
Ruth Wolter 618-433-1469 



Social Ministry  
 

As Christians, we are called to seek justice, care for those experiencing hunger and poverty, 
and embrace our Creator’s vision of hope, love, and peace. We are called to live in solidari-
ty with those who are made vulnerable by the inequities that drive hunger and poverty in 
the United States and around the world.  “Speak out for the rights of all who are desti-
tute.  Defend the rights of the poor and needy.” Proverbs 31:8-9 
 

• Will you pray for an end to hunger? 
• Philippians 4:6 tells us to "let your requests be made known to God.” When we call upon God's 

promises, the Bible assures us that God hears us (Psalm 10:17) and will answer (Isaiah 58:9). 
Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 

• You can make prayers to end hunger part of your regular prayer life. When you pray Give us this 
day our daily bread, include people who are hungry in our country and around the world in your 
petition. 

• Through prayer, God’s story and our story connect to transform the world. 
• The donation barrel has been set out to collect items for Alton Food Crisis Center.   
 

• Bottled water collection concluded 07/31/2022 with forty-eight various size cases of water delivered to 
the Oasis Women’s Shelter, Salvation Army Homeless Shelter and the Wood River Library Cooling Sta-
tion.  These organizations serve Madison County individuals who are homeless and/or experienced do-
mestic violence.  A balance of $194.57 in donations will be used to purchase additional water.  Ministry 
effort was highlighted in the July Central/Southern Illinois Synod of the ELCA newsletter. 

 

• To encourage individuals on our prayer list and help members unable to attend church activities or wor-
ship services due to health issues or circumstances remain connected, we are seeking donations of 
greeting cards (birthday, thinking of you, sympathy, etc.).  A basket has been placed in the narthex for 
card contributions.  Volunteers will be encouraged to send personal notes. 

 
• A goal set by the congregation was to establish a ministry relationship with the student body of Lewis 

and Clark College.  Resurrection Social Ministry Team will be hosting a drive to help support the Student 
Government Association Hygiene Closet.  The mission of the Hygiene Closet is to provide free common 
hygiene products to students who need them throughout the year.  Items needed: Soaps, shampoos 
and body washes; Dental hygiene products like toothbrushes and toothpaste; Menstruation products 
like tampons and pads; Childcare products like diapers and baby wipes; Hand sanitizer and lotions; 
Household products like laundry detergent, toilet paper and paper towels. 

 
• To support Resurrection’s revised mission, vision, and goals, the Social Ministry team is coordinating a 

community-wide faith and church exploration series with area pastors.  This is intended to be a quarter-
ly event inviting community members inside the doors of one another’s worship space to gain an un-
derstanding of the diverse faith experiences and ministries. 

 
Thanks,  Sharon Groh, Mark Groh, Ann Isringhausen and David 
Isringhausen 



Faithful Innovations Team 

Exploring My Spiritual Gifts 

Earlier in the newsletter the Faithful Innovations Team mentioned something about explor-
ing Spiritual Gifts.  In Paul’s letter in 1 Corinthians 12: 4-11, we have all been given Spiritual 
gift(s).  The gifts are not all the same but each gift is different and all for the common good.  
Each of us has at least one.  Maybe you are blessed with more than one.  Do you know what 
it is?  Maybe you cannot see it but others can. 

 

Let’s explore the gifts we have been given in a setting similar to the one “How Is God Work-
ing In Your Life?” that we held in June.  We had such wonderful discussions that day, that we 
believe these discussions can be just as enlightening this time too.  We will have more de-
tails for you next month. 

 

All are invited to “Exploring My Spiritual Gifts” on Sunday, October 23, 2022.  Please plan 
to attend and let the Spirit overwhelm us again. 

 

Rich Kelley, Elyse Tillman, David Isringhausen, Tammy Neese, Gary Neese, Sharon Groh, Har-
vey Chiles, Pastor Len 

Are you interested in singing in the choir?  Harvey wants to hear from you ! 

Would practice work better directly after the 10 am worship service or in the evening 
during the week?    

Let Harvey know as he prepares for the fall and determines when an ad hoc 
choir could share in worship. He loves the fact that we are a singing congrega-
tion and looks forward to some great fellowship and fun preparing to share in 
worship.   Please email him at chilesharvey@gmail.com and let him know. 



Worship Committee  
 

The Worship Committee meeting was held on August 14th and opened with prayer. 
  
Pastor gave us a website to research the pricing of paraments, banners and pulpit and chasuble veils.   
  
Some people have asked about the offering plate being passed again and serving communion pre-Covid style.  After 
discussion, we decided since new viruses are rapidly developing, we should stay on the same course for now.   
  
The committee discussed and finalized plans for the September 25th, the 30th year church service.  We looked 
through photo albums about the history of the church and discussed options. Harvey discussed the music he was 
planning for the service and said he would finalize it after the first of Sept. Hymns have been approved by Pastor Len. 
  
Other Peoples Kids (OPK) music classes and lessons will start in January to allow for Harvey’s complete recovery from 
open heart surgery. 
  
We concluded with Advent and Christmas planning.  We will feature the Holden 
Evening Prayer Service on Wednesday evening Advent services with cello & violin 
music.  Advent Sunday planning will be completed in the month of September. 
  
Thanks, Cheryl Margherio 

Highlight’s from Church Council - August 2022 

REPORTS 

• Treasurer’s Report:  Kay Tucker presented July’s financial report showing plate contributions and other income for the 

month was $11,242.  Expenses for the month were $18,255. Cash flow balance for the month was -$7,013. This also drops us 

to -$3,108 for the year.  The checking account balance for July was $22,295. Our plate receipts for Madagascar Relief came 

to $951.38, plus $1,000 from our Local Mission Fund for a total of $1,951.38. 

• Pastor’s Report:  Plans for our 30th Anniversary celebration are progressing, with a menu selected with Jodanni’s Amore 

(Benld, IL), guest preacher Elise Rothfusz (Director of Evangelical Mission for CSIS, and invitations have been ordered.  The 

Fellowship Cmte. will follow through with the rest of the arrangements. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

• Security System:  Matter being handled by Properties who should have updates in Sept. 

• Call Committee Process:  Council will convene on Aug. 30, after the special Meeting on Aug. 28 to begin work on the Minis-

try Site Profile. 

• Stewardship Team:  There is need for a team to focus on a consistent yearly message.  Volunteers and/or recommendations 

by Council will be made. 

• Nominating Committee:  Rich Kelley, Elyse Tillman and Gary Neese (those selected at the 2021 Congregation meeting) will 

need to begin selecting candidates for Vice President, Secretary and 2 At-Large positions . 

OTHER MATTERS:   

• Annual Congregational Meeting:   To be held on November 20, 2022. 

• Social Media Coordinator:   Christine Simone was hired at the rate of $125 a month. She has put 

us back on YouTube already. 

• A/V System:   On Aug. 7, a vote of 26 YES / 9 NO, approved a new system at the cost of $46,140. 



2 Cindy Bonnell 
3  Zachary Kinzel 
6  Jerry Broche  
9  Carol Callahan 
19  Judy Ford 
      Joan Smith 
 

None that we are aware of. 

If you didn’t see your name listed for a Birthday or 
Anniversary in 2021, please email Neal Booth to be 
added. Thanks. 

Church services will continue to be live streamed each week. 

We are streaming to our Facebook page, the church website, 

YouTube, Riverbender.com, Riverbender’s FB page and River-

bender.com TV (available through ROKU and Firestick). These 

efforts are made possible via Riverbender.com (The fee is $50/week). Thank you to the cam-

era operators who are helping continue our ministry.  Any additional volunteers would be 

greatly appreciated.   



FINANCIAL STATUS– JULY 2022 

YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE  $80,704.03    

GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW  ($7,013.46)   

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $22,295.63    

         

     

   YEAR TO  

  7/1/22-7/31/22 DATE  

GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL     

     Income     

          Offering  $10,441.35  $90,440.48   

          Lenten Offering    $2,600.00   

          Other Income  $800.76  $3,610.53   

     Total General Fund Income  $11,242.11  $94,051.01   

   (without Lenten Offerings) 

      Expenses     

          Benevolence  $245.00  $5,243.00   

          Building and Grounds  $1,010.91  $5,682.77   

          Christian Education  $31.10  $276.90   

          Church Mortgage  $2,608.00  $18,256.00   

          Evangelism  $29.67  $195.28   

          Fellowship  $152.69  $456.49   

          Insurance  $4,844.00  $4,844.00   

          Office  $566.53  $4,003.41   

          Personnel Costs  $2,937.88  $19,790.40   

          Personnel Salaries  $5,178.79  $32,736.26   

          Social Ministry  $0.00  $17.34   

          Stewardship Supplies  $0.00  $169.56   

          Worship  $651.00  $5,487.71   

     Total General Fund Expenses  $18,255.57  ($3,108.11)  

General Funds Cash Flow  ($7,013.46) $3,905.35   

                                         Offering     Monthly   Year to Date  

                                          Income  Total Income Expenses  Over/Under   Over/Under  

January                         $12,711.54  $13,170.15  $12,178.79  $         991.36   $          991.36  

February                       $10,186.25  $10,346.09  $11,816.61  $     (1,470.52)  $         (479.16) 

March                            $18,429.19  $19,064.46  $13,021.20  $      6,042.96   $       5,563.80  

April                              $13,125.84  $14,056.67  $16,614.16  $     (2,557.49)  $       3,006.31  

May                               $10,563.81  $10,796.74  $12,555.18  $     (1,758.44)  $       1,247.87  

June                              $14,982.50  $15,374.79  $12,717.31  $      2,657.48   $       3,905.35  

July                               $10,441.35  $11,242.11  $18,255.57  $     (7,013.46)  $      (3,108.11) 

      

We paid our annual insurance premiums this month of $4,844.00.  This accounts for a  

    great deal of the deficit for the month.      



 

September 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

Bible Study 

8:45a 

 Worship 10am 

5 6 

Dwelling in the 

Word 2pm  

Scouts 7pm 

7 8 

Book Club 6:30p 

at the Church 

Men’s Club 6p at 

Church, then 

Alton Sports Tap 

9 10 

11              

Worship 10am 

God’s Work Our 

Hands 11:15 am 

12 

Dwelling in the 

Word 2pm   

13 

Scouts 7pm 

Executive 

Cmte. 7p 

14 15 16 17 

Men’s Club 

work day 9am 

1p 

18 

Bible Study 

8:45a 

 Worship 10am 

19 

Young Hall in 

use 10 am  

Dwelling in the 

Word 2pm   

20 

Scouts 7pm 

Church Council 

7pm 

21 22 23 24 

25 

 Worship 10am 

30th Anniver-

sary Luncheon 

at 11p 

26 

Dwelling in the 

Word 2pm   

27 

Scouts 7pm 

28 29 30  

Pastor Hoffmann’s Contact  
Church Phone: 618-466-2788 
Cell Phone: 815-975-4740 
Email: prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com 
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https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionChurchGodfrey  
https://twitter.com/LutheranIl  
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