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Resurrectionist 

the 

Happy Thanksgiving 



Special Worship Opportunities in November 

 

All Saints Sunday, November 6 

 

We remember all who have gone before us into 
Christ’s eternal light. 

 

 

Christ the King Sunday, November 20 

 

We celebrate the one who reigns overall and who 
reigns over our lives. 

 

 

Advent Begins – Sunday, November 27 

 

We anticipate the coming of Jesus – the Word 
made flesh. 

 

Mid-Week worship will provide an opportunity to 
sing Advent hymns and a special arrangement of Evening Prayer 
led by the choir. 

 

You are personally invited to grow in faith and become strength-
ened through community. 

 

Pastor Len 



This year’s theme for our stewardship emphasis is 

“Share Generously.” 

It is one of Resurrection’s mission goals “To grow our 

resources.” 

 Growing our resources will enable us to fulfill our mis-

sion more effectively. “To share God’s care, we invite 

people personally and virtually into community, and 

offer opportunities to grow and serve.” 

Our church provides many avenues to grow, and they all 

require introspection, reflection, commitment, and partic-

ipation! 

Sharing Generously is a subject with many perspectives.  While “money” is the usual topic 

discussed in relation to stewardship, we must go beyond a simple “give” and move to “why 

give.”  It is part of the goal of this year’s stewardship focus to work with all members and the 

council to provide that “why give.”   

It is for this reason that on Sunday mornings beginning November 20, we will study the little 

book “Ask, Thank, Tell.” 

We will discover what Sharing Generously means: 

• Understanding that all we have and possess is from and because of God and, like 

our generous God we as faithful followers of God must also be generous with what 

we have and who we are.   

• Sharing opens our doors to community and fellowship. 

• Realizing that Resurrection is the focal point of our faith community and as such 

needs members support to maintain and enhance our community and our outreach.   

Resurrection needs you ! ! !  Without our spirits, perspectives, and understanding Resurrec-

tion is a hollow building with no life, purpose, or direction.   

And yes, that last point is recognition that like all growing things that must have water, food, 

and sunshine. Resurrection needs your time, talent, and treasu re. 



News & Updates 

Did you know . . . 

• In recent weeks, the Red Cross has experienced a decline in donations, leading to a 20% drop in the 
blood supply. There is an urgent need for blood donors. 

• While we settle back into fall routines, donors are asked to book a time to give blood before busy fall 
schedules and holiday celebrations ramp up. 

• As the effects of Hurricane Ian continue to be felt in the Southeast and along the East Coast, the 
American Red Cross urges donors of all blood types to give blood or now to stop potential disruptions 
to patient care. 

• Dangerous weather conditions and floodwaters canceled dozens of blood drives with approximately 
1,000 blood and platelet donations going uncollected. 

 
With that being said . . . 

The Resurrection Blood Drive will be held Friday, Nov. 4 from 1-5 
 

• The Blood Drive Goal is 20 units with 27 appointment slots. You can schedule your slot through the 
Red Cross scheduling portal. Link below. 

 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=RLGodfrey 

 
• A $10 e-gift card redeemable at a merchant of choice will be offered to any donor.  Donors must 

have a valid email on file to receive their e-gift card which will come 1-2 weeks post donation.  

Church Alarm System 

With the purchase of new audio/video equipment and a new copier, the alarm system at Church has been 
repaired and will be turned back on. An official “ON” date is pending.   With that said, we know there are 
quite a few members with keys to the building.   
 
If you have a key, a code will be issued to you and you will be responsible for 
activating and deactivating the system!  
 
If you aren’t using your key or simply don’t wish to learn how to operate the 
alarm, please return your key to Pastor or a member of Church Council.  Thanks. 
 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=RLGodfrey


Create your legacy and ensure the continuation of God’s work in the world for years to come. The 
ELCA Foundation is here to help you make a gift that benefits the ELCA and its ministries, includ-
ing your congregation, camp, university, or churchwide ministry, such as ELCA World Hunger or 
Lutheran Disaster Response. There are many ways to give a charitable gift, and you can choose 
one that's right for you and your family.  

Ready to create your gift plan? Then please plan 
on attending church Sunday, November 13 at       
either 9 or 11 am . . . 

 

as ELCA Foundation Rep. Tim Urness presents some valuable information to the congregation. He 
has the expertise, resources, financial education, investment management, and endowment man-
agement services to help you make major or planned gifts to the ELCA ministries that have meant 
so much to you. 

Adult Education  

Beginning Sunday, November 20 at 8:45  

Ask, Thank, Tell: Improving Stewardship Ministry in Your Congregation 

by Charles Lane (Author) 

 

The goal of this book, says author Charles Lane, is to perform a dra-
matic rescue of stewardship, freeing it from any connection whatsoev-
er to "paying the bills." When the Bible talks about stewardship it al-
most always talks about the intimate connection between how a person 
handles financial matters and that person's relationship with God. 
Stewardship is an intensely spiritual matter that lies close to a disci-
ple's relationship with Jesus. 

 

The book is designed especially for use in congregational planning and 
study. Congregational stewardship leaders will come back to three 
foundational verbs - ask, thank, tell - over and over as they help indi-
viduals experience the joy of giving generously. The author makes the 
convincing case that there is little in life today that can help a disciple 
grow in relationship with Jesus more than a solid. 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

 
Sunday, November 20 Following Worship 

 
All active members are invited to participate ! 



Worship Committee 

The Worship Committee met on October 3rd.  We would like to sincerely thank everyone who participated 
in the anniversary service. It was a beautiful service and the music performed by Harvey, Elyse and the 
Brass Ensemble was amazing!  The luncheon was delicious, and it was the perfect time for everyone to rem-
inisce about days gone by and discuss the future of Resurrection. 

 

Our thoughts now turn to Reformation on October 30th and All Saints Day on November 6th.  We will once 
again be placing pictures of our members who have passed in the Narthex for All Saints Day. 

 

Advent is quickly approaching, and we have started planning those services.  Harvey has started working 
with the choir and Christmas is not to far away.  We will keep everyone informed about service times and 
plans.  

 

Thanks, The Worship Committee 

Rod & Cheryl Margherio, Robin Brown, Elyse Tillman, Ruth Wolter &           

Harvey Chiles 

Card Ministry  
The Social Ministry Team has initiated a Card Ministry.  If you would like someone to receive 
a message of faith & hope, condolence or congratulations, please share with Sharon Groh 
at ena1826@gmail.com or (402) 432-3942 (text or call).  We need the recipient’s contact in-
formation and a brief summary of need.  Cards are not limited to congregation mem-
bers!  Resurrection Church is reaching beyond the walls of the church and touching hearts 
and minds of families throughout our community. Remember college students, members of 
the military, First Responders, Healthcare workers, etc. 
• Consider sharing your spiritual gift of service and volunteer 

to help send cards. 
• Christmas cards will be sent for December greetings.  Join us 

Saturday, December 10, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. for a Christmas 
Card Brunch.  Bring your favorite Christmas cookies to be 
delivered to homebound persons. 

• This ministry will evolve in the months ahead to include vis-
itation.  

mailto:ena1826@gmail.com


Faithful Innovations Team 

 The Faithful Innovations Team would like to thank all who attended “Exploring Your Spiritual Gifts” 
on Sunday, October 23.  We had a decent size group split amongst 4 tables.  We began with Dwelling in the 
Word Romans 12: 4-12 and 1 Corinthians 12: 12-26.  Both scriptures sparked some very good conversa-
tions.  Next, we had each person answer 60 questions on the Spiritual Assessment.  This task was complet-
ed in about 15 minutes.  We followed that with each person scoring their answers to determine what cate-
gory their gift(s) fell under.  Each member was asked to write down the category for their top 3 scores on a 
3 x 5 card and to take that card with them for reflection on how their gifts could be used in their daily lives, 
with family and in our community.  It was surprising to many that they were blessed with more than one 
gift.  Many had scores that revealed even more talents than known.  

 Ultimately, this exploration of Spiritual Gifts was intended to help each of us see the gifts and tal-
ents we possess.  And, as a community of Faith (The Body of Christ), what gifts and talents we have.  It will 
be up to each individual as to how they use them.  As a result, one shouldn’t expect calls requesting them 
to do this or that.  However, one should expect calls of encouragement to facilitate their gifts.  

 Following the first meeting, the Faithful Innovations Team collected the completed work .  They 
combined each individuals’ gifts together to create a guide post as to what Resurrection’s Body of Christ 
looks like.  This information was presented on Oct. 30 when the group reconvened.  It will be used to help 
define the church’s path moving forward.  Each participant was given their work back as well as the com-
bined results to keep.  This information can be used as a reminder as to what Spiritual Gifts have been giv-
en.   Anyone who would like to explore their Spiritual Gifts that wasn’t able to participate can request a 
packet to complete.   

 

The Faithful Innovations Team, 

Rich Kelley, Elyse Tillman, David Isringhausen, Gary Neese, Sharon Groh, Harvey Chiles, Pastor Len & our 
Coach Ellen Koester 



Lap Robes & Prayer Shawls 
Prayer Shawls and Lap Robes are available for anyone you may know in need of 
comfort at a difficult time in their life, just to let them know someone does 
care.  Whether it is an illness, loss of a loved one, bad circumstances or knowing 
they could use some TLC.  The recipient does not have to be a member of our 
church, we care for all!  During the week, Monday thru Wednesday, Pastor Len 
Hoffmann can help you when he is at the church 9 to 5.  On Sundays see Sherry 
Wyatt or Ruth Wolter, who will be happy to assist you.  Or, you can call Ruth at 
home, 618-433-1469 who will be happy to meet you at the church for assistance. 

Book Club 
At our October meeting we had a good discussion about the book West with Giraffes led by Janet Broche. 
It was a pleasure to meet the three new ladies who joined our group, and Jean Bradley was so gracious to 
donate her copy of the book we discussed to our church library. Everyone who enjoys reading should 
check out the books available in the Narthex, nothing to sign, just take them and enjoy, bring back when 
finished and take another. 

 

Our November meeting will be Thursday, Nov. 10th, 6:30 pm at the church with Ruth Wolter as discussion 
leader. Her book choice is Always by Sarah Jio, available at the library, with copies also available from oth-
er area libraries. 

 

Summary: Enjoying a romantic candlelit dinner with her fiancé, Ryan, at one of 
Seattle’s chicest restaurants, Kailey Crain can’t believe her good fortune. As she 
and Ryan leave the restaurant, Kailey spies a thin, bearded homeless man on the 
sidewalk. She approaches him to offer up her bag of leftovers, and is stricken to 
her very core: The man is the love of her life, Cade McAllister. When Kailey met 
Cade ten years ago, their attraction was immediate and intense—everything 
connected and felt right. But it all ended suddenly, leaving Kailey devastated. 
Now the poor soul on the street is a faded version of her former beloved. Over 
the next few weeks, Kailey helps Cade begin to piece his life together. 

 
Thanks, 
Ruth Wolter 618-433-1469 

 
 

• Men’s Club Meeting Nov. 17, 6:00 pm at Church followed with pizza. 
  Dan Garner 618-792-1777  

 



Social Ministry - November 
 

Food for Thought . . . 

Bread for the World holds regional (Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dako-
ta, Wisconsin) meetings on a quarterly basis to educate, encourage and equip individuals and groups as we advocate 
for a world without hunger. The meetings are an opportunity to learn about the status of important legislation like 
the Global Food Security Act* and to hear how Bread members and churches in the Midwest are making an impact in 
Congress. Most importantly, we hear about issues and campaigns on the horizon and what we can do now to help 
our neighbors—near and far—who are facing hunger. 
    
Feed the Future is the U.S. government’s flagship global food security initiative.  It emerged as part of the U.S. re-
sponse to the major global food price crisis of 2007-2008.  This organization was established to strengthen local food 
systems, boost sustainable agricultural growth, and address the root causes of hunger and malnutrition.  Over the 
last decade, the initiative has helped protect 3.4 million children from stunting and malnutrition, brought 5.2 million 
families out of hunger, and lifted 23.4 million people out of poverty.   The major causes of hunger today – armed con-
flict, the impacts of climate change, and the economic downturns caused by the COVID-19 pandemic – have reduced 
the ability of smallholder farmers around the world to earn a living and grow enough food for their families and com-
munities. 
     Jesus reminds us that whatever we do in service of those who are most vulnerable, we also do in service to him. 
Matthew 25:40. 
  
Truth and healing 
By Megan Brandsrud September 29, 2022 [Living Lutheran magazine] 
 
As part of the church’s efforts toward reconciliation with Native Americans, an ELCA truth-seeking and truth-telling 
initiative has been organized around Lutheran involvement in Indian boarding schools in the United States. “There is 
no doubt that our church, that Christians in the U.S., are complicit in the egregious perpetration of Indian boarding 
schools and all the genocidal effects they had on Indigenous people and tribal nations over time and still today,” said 
Vance Blackfox, ELCA director of Indigenous Ministries and Tribal Relations. “Sadly, such a small percentage of the 
U.S. population even knows that the Indian boarding school era happened or that it lasted for nearly 150 years. It’s 
important that the membership of the ELCA no longer sits in that ignorance so that healing for both Native and non-
Native people can happen.” 
  
“We want people across the denomination—initially in 15 synods—to encounter the truths themselves, to put their 
feet on the path of a very concrete truth-and-healing effort and to become a cadre for truth-telling to other Luther-
ans in their congregations, synods and families,” said Elizabeth Andress, co-leader of the initiative with Blackfox. “This 
approach allows us to begin now, not waiting for some kind of budget appropriation or other measure before taking 
the first steps, as the work is urgent. The organizing effort is to bring people concerned about the legacy of Indian 
boarding schools to come into relationship with one another for mutual learning, support and collaboration.”   
 
God’s Blessings, 
Sharon Groh 
404-432-3942 
 
 

Bethany Indian Mission in Wittenberg, Wis., circa 1953. Oper-

ated from 1883 to 1955, Bethany Indian Mission was founded 

by the Norwegian Lutheran Church, an ELCA predecessor. 

 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/megan-brandsrud/


2    Emarey Neese  
14  Fay Stoutenborough 
      Jared Kinzel 
 

20  Dan and Carol Callahan 

If you didn’t see your name listed for a Birthday or Anniver-
sary in 2021, please email Neal Booth to be added. Thanks. 

Church services will continue to be live streamed each week. 

We are streaming to our Facebook page, the church website, 

YouTube, Riverbender.com, Riverbender’s FB page and River-

bender.com TV (available through ROKU and Firestick). These 

efforts are made possible via Riverbender.com (The fee is $50/week). Thank you to the cam-

era operators who are helping continue our ministry.  Any additional volunteers would be 

greatly appreciated.   

You shop.          Amazon Smile          Amazon gives.  

Amazon provides a simple way for you to help Resurrection as you make your purchases.  It’s called Ama-
zonSmile.  AmazonSmile is a simple way to support the church every time you shop, at no cost to you.  
When you shop using this, you’ll find the exact same low prices and selection of products as Amazon.com 
with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the church.   
 
To get started: 
 
1. go to smile.amazon.com 
2. in the search box, type “Resurrection Lutheran, Godfrey”   
3. select our church and follow the simple instructions making sure 

to select “Yes” that you agree to shop through smileamazon.com  
4. from here on out, always start with smile.amazon.com instead of 

amazon.com  
5. TELL YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO SIGN UP ! 

https://smile.amazon.com/charity?orig=%2F
https://smile.amazon.com/charity?orig=%2F


YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

FINANCIAL STATUS– SEPTEMBER 2022 

We are paying a monthly set-aside for insurance and the major repair fund, a total of $1,155 each month.  
We had a larger power bill and a parishioner who pays quarterly which affects the totals.  On the plus side, 
we have had donations to help offset the A/V system and our mortgage balance is below $57,000.  

                                         Offering     Monthly   Year to Date  

                                          Income  Total Income Expenses  Over/Under   Over/Under  

January                         $12,711.54  $13,170.15  $12,178.79  $             991.36   $              991.36  

February                       $10,186.25  $10,346.09  $11,816.61  $        (1,470.52)  $             

March                            $18,429.19  $19,064.46  $13,021.20  $          6,042.96   $           5,563.80  

April                              $13,125.84  $14,056.67  $16,614.16  $        (2,557.49)  $           3,006.31  

May                               $10,563.81  $10,796.74  $12,555.18  $        (1,758.44)  $           1,247.87  

June                              $14,982.50  $15,374.79  $12,717.31  $          2,657.48   $           3,905.35  

July                               $10,441.35  $11,242.11  $18,255.57  $        (7,013.46)  $         (3,108.11) 

August                            $9,442.70  $9,826.28  $15,348.94  $        (5,522.66)  $         (7,630.77) 

September                  $14,361.98  $15,977.61  $16,258.90  $           (281.29)  $         (7,912.06) 

 

DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE  $53,939.03    

GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW  ($281.29)   

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $17,525.56    

         

  9/1/22-9/30/22 YEAR TO DATE  

GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL     

     Income     

          Offering  $14,361.98  $114,245.16   

          Lenten Offering    $2,600.00   

          Other Income  $1,615.63  $5,609.74   

     Total General Fund Income  $15,977.61  $119,854.90  (without Lenten 

     

      Expenses     

          Benevolence  $245.00  $5,733.00   

          Building and Grounds  $2,700.01  $10,308.28   

          Christian Education  $0.00  $426.77   

          Church Mortgage  $2,608.00  $23,472.00   

          Evangelism  $233.00  $473.65   

          Fellowship  $178.26  $907.63   

          Insurance  $405.00  $5,654.00   

          Office  $517.57  $5,083.85   

          Personnel Costs  $2,937.88  $26,592.42   

          Personnel Salaries  $4,303.79  $40,343.84   

          Social Ministry  $0.00  $17.34   

          Stewardship Supplies  $0.00  $169.56   

          Worship  $2,130.39  $8,584.62   

     Total General Fund Expenses  $16,258.90  $127,766.96   

General Funds Cash Flow  ($281.29) ($7,912.06)  



 

November 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 

Chili Drive Thru  

3:30 - 6:30pm 

4 

Blood Drive      

1 - 5 pm 

5 

6 

Bible Study 8:45a 

 Worship 10am 

Social Ministry 

Team 11am 

7 

Dwelling in the 

Word 2pm 

8 

Young Hall in 

Use for Voting 

Scouts 7pm 

9 10 

Book Club at 

Church 6:30pm 

11 12 

13 

Tim Urness 

Presentation         

9 & 11 am            

Bible Study 8:45a 

 Worship 10am 

14 

Dwelling in the 

Word 2pm 

15 

Scouts 7pm 

16 17 

Men’s Club at 

Church 6pm 

18 19 

20 

Bible Study 8:45a 

 Worship 10am 

Congregational 

Meeting 11am 

21 

Young Hall in 

Use 1pm 

Dwelling in the 

Word 2pm 

22 

Scouts 7pm 

23 24 25 26 

27 

Bible Study 

8:45a 

 Worship 10am 

28 

Dwelling in the 

Word 2pm 

29 

5th Soup’s On 

 

               

Scouts 7pm 

30    
Pastor Hoffmann’s Contact  
Church Phone: 618-466-2788 
Cell Phone: 815-975-4740 
Email: prlen.hoffmann@yahoo.com 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline          

10 PM 



Resurrection Lutheran Church 
1211 W. Homer Adams Pkwy. 
Godfrey, IL   62035 

  

 
 

Pastor Len Hoffmann 
 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
Jim Lieber, President 

Tim Belfield, Vice-President 
Janet Broche, Secretary 
Kay Tucker, Treasurer 

Robin Brown 
Neal Booth 

Tammy Neese 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Ruth Wolter, Book Club 

Jim Lieber, Christian Education, Evangelism  
Pastor Hoffmann, Facebook 

Carol Garner, Fellowship 
Kay Tucker, Finance  
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Dan Garner, Men’s Group 

Ruth Wolter, Sherry Wyatt, Prayer Shawls 
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Dan Garner, Property 
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Neal Booth, Web Designer 

Rod and Cheryl Margherio, Worship  
 

Resurrectionist Editor:  
Neal Booth 
314-766-8782 cell 
618-433-1611 home 
mrteachme@yahoo.com 
 
The Resurrectionist  is a publication of  

Resurrection Lutheran Church, Godfrey, IL 
 
Address: 
1211 W. Homer M. Adams Pkwy. 
Godfrey, Illinois   62035 
 
Church Phone:  618-466-2788 
Church E-mail:  rlcelca@att.net 
Web: http://www.resurrectiongodfrey.org  
 
LIKE Us on Facebook, Twitter & YouTube:  
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionChurchGodfrey  
https://twitter.com/LutheranIl  
www.youtube.com/channel/UCvX9AiTllQb2ZD76edJPifQ?  
 
Service Time: 
In-Person & Online 10AM  

http://www.resurrectiongodfrey.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionChurchGodfrey
https://twitter.com/LutheranIl
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvX9AiTllQb2ZD76edJPifQ?

