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Five Christian Reminders for the 4th of July 

 

1. The 4th of July reminds us that our nation was founded by men who 
recognized God was their Creator. 

The 4th of July celebrates the adopting of the Declaration of Independence by Congress on July 4, 
1776. The document begins with Thomas Jefferson’s famous words: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are en-

dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liber-

ty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

• With the words, “endowed by their Creator” Thomas Jefferson gave credit to God for 

the “Rights” we have. He called them “unalienable” because he knew they were given by 

God and couldn’t be taken away. 

 

2. The 4th of July reminds us of our true freedom. 

We are thankful for independence from Great Britain. But we are more thankful for the greater in-
dependence Jesus has given us from the Law: 

• Romans 10:4—Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

• Galatians 3:24-25—Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 

 

3. The 4th of July reminds us of our dual-citizenship. 

We are thankful for our American citizenship, but we are even more thankful for our citizenship in 
heaven: 

• Ephesians 2:19—So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citi-
zens with the saints and members of the household of God. 

• Philippians 3:19—But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

• Hebrews 11:16—But as it is, [the heroes of the faith] desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared 
for them a city. 

 
4. The 4th of July reminds us of the freedoms we can yield. 

Paul said Christians should see themselves as slaves: 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20—Do you not know that you are not your own? You were bought at 
a price; therefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

In becoming Christians we’ve chosen to give up our freedom to live for Christ . This entails giving 
up some of our freedoms for our brothers and sisters in Christ: 

• Romans 14:21—It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which 
your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak. 

• 1 Corinthians 8:13—Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat 
meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 

https://www.scottlapierre.org/what-foods-should-christians-not-eat/
https://www.scottlapierre.org/what-foods-should-christians-not-eat/
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5. The 4th of July reminds us of the sacrifices that were made for our free-
dom. 

We think about the sacrifices of countless soldiers who have lost their lives. Without their bravery 
we wouldn’t have many of the blessings we enjoy today. 

But we should think about the greatest sacrifice that was made for our freedom. There is a common 
saying: “Freedom isn’t free.” To enjoy the freedom we have in our country, people had to pay for it. 
Likewise, someone had to pay for the freedoms we enjoy from the Law and the punishment our sins 
deserve: 

Philippians 2:6-8 [Jesus] being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondser-
vant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the 
cross. 

In John 10:18 [Jesus said], “No one takes [My life] from Me, but I lay it down of My-
self.” Jesus was saying, “I have the freedom to keep my life, but I’m willing to give it up for 
you.” 

 

As Christians we enjoy many wonderful freedoms. Let’s 
be reminded of them each 4th of July, recognizing it’s 
only because of Jesus’ willingness to give up His freedom 
for us. 
 

https://www.scottlapierre.org/christianity-is-the-opposite-of-other-religions/
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Pastor’s Pen 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The Second Sunday Lunch Bunch goes to Dorothy’s Tea Room July 14. We’ll gather after worship and 

carpool to the Brunch Buffet at Dorothy’s. Taken from Dorothy’s Tea Room Website, Sunday Brunch is: 

“Made to order omlete station, biscuits & gravy, hot ham & cheese sliders, hashbrown casserole, fresh fruit, 

sausage, bacon, yogurt parfait, assorted pastries, desserts and more! All you can eat! All of our food is made 

with love, just like Grandma Dorothy did it! $16.49 for adults. Includes iced tea, coffee, lemonade and wa-

ter.” Sounds yummy! Please sign-up at church by July 7 if you’d like to come along and please let me know 

if you’d be willing to drive. 

Beginning July 8 and pending official approval from our council, I will be increasing my time at Resurrec-

tion to two days between Monday and Friday and Sunday. This will allow me to have some time for hospital 

calls and visits. Generally, I will be in the office on Monday. The weekly calendar will determine when the 

second day will be. For example, if there is a meeting or mid-week worship scheduled, that day will be my 

second day at church. 

I am introducing a Planning and Implementation Team or “PI Team,” for short. This is a council approved 

task force that will be led by me and accountable to the council. There are four primary goals for the PI 

Team: 

Visitation. The PI team will help to recruit teams of volunteers to visit and bring Holy Communion to 

our home bound members at least twice a month. I hope that we will have enough volunteers so 

that each volunteer will make home calls once a month. I will also be a part of that rotation. Vol-

unteers will be trained and prepared for this task by me.  

Outreach. The PI Team will work with other groups in our congregation to organize and coordinate 

outreach to our friends and neighbors. 

Committee Structure. We have several committees. Some have not met at all during the year plus 

that I have been serving you. Do we need all of them? Could some of them be combined? What 

can/could/should we do to get these groups active? The PI Team will wrestle with those ques-

tions. 

Long Range Planning. We have no long-range plans and we really should have some. Long Range 

Plans can help to guide our outreach, our ministry, and our purpose for being a church in our 

community  

I will be contacting potential members of the PI Team by email during the first week of July. If you would 

like to be a part of this team, please let me know. It will function a little differently than you may have expe-

rienced before. Every PI Team member is welcome to attend every meeting, but not every team member will 

be expected to attend every meeting. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to get involved with the “nuts 

and bolts” of our church and for you to be an important part of shaping the future of Resurrection. Please add 

the work of the PI Team to your prayers. Our first meeting will be Thursday, July 18, at 6:30 P.M. at church. 

Please be sure to mark your calendar for our Potluck on the last Sunday in July. Hosted by the Faithful 

Innovations and Social Ministry Teams, we will enjoy wonderful food and learn about our special project for 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday in September 

A blessed Summer to you and yours from me and my little, gray cat, Lilly, 

Pastor Jan 
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News & Updates 

 

Our 2nd Sunday Lunch Bunch will be July 14th following worship.  

We will be trying out Dorothy's Tea Room in the Eastgate Plaza, East 

Alton.  Dorothy's has great Facebook reviews with a Sunday Brunch 

for $16.49 that includes iced tea, coffee or lemonade.  

Cars, Coffee and Community  

July 20 & September 21 

8:30 - 11am 

Classics, Hot Rods, Trucks, Dune Buggies, 

Jeeps, Sports Cars & more  ! ! ! 

Join us for Coffee and Sweets 

Last month you were challenged to adjust your temperature by a single de-

gree to influence our environment.  All are encouraged to be a thermostat, 

not a thermometer.  Remember that a thermostat is active and a ther-

mometer is passive. 

Please consider stopping by to show your support for Resurrection Church! 

Church Potluck 
What do smoke alarms have to do with potlucks?  
Bring a dish to our potluck after worship July 28th 
to find out about an upcoming event 
sponsored by our Social Ministry 
and Faithful Innovation teams.   Sign
-up sheets will be in the narthex 
soon. 
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Community Garden 
We have many wonderful things to report from the Community Garden .  .  . 
 

 Our belief in God's goodness has realized a great beginning to the growing season. 

 So far, we have donated 20 lbs. of lettuce, 5 lbs. of radishes, 4 lbs. of broccoli, and 
18 lbs. of beets to the Alton Food Crisis Center. These donations help proclaim Je-
sus's message to help feed the needy. 

 Our much needed water line to the garden has been achieved. Thank you for all 
the hard work and efforts of Rich Kelley, Alan Robertson, Joe Wyatt, and Richard 
Taylor. 

 
Additional help is needed with volunteers to weed, water and help with harvesting.  Any 
and all assistance will be appreciated.  Please contact Bob Doerr at 618-980-4726 or Mark 
Groh at 402-937-3748 
 
Sincerely, 
Bob and Mark  
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Our Community Garden team sends heartfelt thanks to all who contributed to the waterline project for the 
garden. We received all the funds needed to do this project.  On Saturday, June 15th a crew of 4 began the 
work at 6 am trying to be ahead of the heat.  The tie-in to the main water line to the barn proved to be 
more difficult as the line was not in a straight line from the meter to the barn.  It was several feet to the 
east and took the crew nearly 2 hours to find.  Once found all went well with connecting and running the 
line to the new yard hydrant inside the garden fence.  All work was completed by 2 in the afternoon.  
Thanks be to God that all went well. 

 

We were blessed with a good crew.  Special thanks to Joanne’s son, Richard 
Taylor who provided his labor and a mini excavator.  It could not have been 
done without him and the excavator.  He also has the talent in using divin-
ing rods to help find the main waterline.  A big thanks to Alan Robertson 
and Joe Wyatt for their great work on a hot Saturday.  Rich Kelley helped 
keep the project moving.   

 

Just a side note that God works in mysterious ways.  We originally wanted 
to do this project late in May but weather delayed the start.  Before we 
were able to start, the state put right-a-way stakes for the road work on 
Homer Adams Parkway.  Dan & Carol Callahan and Rich Kelley met with 
IDOT to determine that about 1/4th of the garden is on state property and 
the planned location of the yard hydrant would have been on state proper-
ty.  IDOT is unconcerned about the garden on state property, farmers do 
that all the time.  If the state needed to use all the right-a-way we can easi-
ly move the garden.  But the hydrant and waterline would have to be 
moved at our expense.  Knowing the location of the right-a-way, we were 
able to run the waterline and hydrant on our property.  Thank you, Lord. 

Sincerely, 

Rich Kelley (Keep Mark Groh in your prayer as he recovers from back surgery) 

Would you like to donate altar flowers? The need is always there and the sign-up sheet is easily found on 

the table in the Narthex.  Flowers can help us to remember someone’s birthday, anniversary, in memory of, 

and/or God’s many blessings we have received to name a few.  

  

We ask that when you sign-up, please sign-up for two (2) consecutive weeks.  $50.00 is for two weeks, 

since we are able to use the flowers for two weeks and the flower shop gives us a deal this way. 

  

Can't afford $50.00? Find a flower buddy and share the two 

weeks for different remembrances or celebrations for $25.00. 

Thanks, 

Ruth Wolter 
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Book Club 

 
THERE  WILL BE NO MEETING IN JULY 

July is a month when many take vacations or have family get-togethers to celebrate and proclaim the free-
doms of our great country, America.  Enjoy the holiday with your family and friends, or use the day to send 
some cheer to a shut-in, maybe a veteran, who would truly appreciate being remembered. 
  
On August 8th, we will have an evening of good food, fun and fellowship at a local restaurant.  Details will 
be made available later. 
  
In September, Vickie Baggio has volunteered to be the discussion leader.  Her book choice is Lessons in 
Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus.  Our local library does not have the book, but they can get the book through 
several other libraries.  The good news is what I saw they are all in large print. This should give everyone 
plenty of time to get the book read by September 12th. 
 

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point 
out that there is no such thing a an average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-male team 
at Hastings Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; 
the lonely, brilliant, Nobel–prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all things—her 
mind. True chemistry results.  
 
But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later 
Elizabeth Zott finds herself not only a single mother, but the reluctant 
star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six. Elizabeth’s 
unusual approach to cooking (“combine one tablespoon acetic acid 
with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her fol-
lowing grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it turns out, Elizabeth 
Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to change the 
status quo.   
 
Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant, and studded with a dazzling 
cast of supporting characters, Lessons in Chemistry is as original and 
vibrant as its protagonist. 

  
May God grant us all a safe summer and holiday season.   
  
Ruth Wolter 
618-433-1469 
 

 

 
Our next meeting is Thursday, July 11th.  Dinner at 6, meeting at 7pm. 
 
Thanks, Dan Garner 
618-792-1777 
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June 2024 Synod Assembly Notes 
A follow-up from this year’s representatives for Resurrection, Rich Kelley and Elyse Tillman 

 

Greetings, 

  

We bring you good news and inspiration from the 2024 Synod Assembly, held June 6-8 in Decatur, IL.  

 

This year’s theme, “Many Gifts, One Mission” served as a good reminder that we ALL have been given a gift 
from God, some of us more than one.  We are encouraged to use our gift(s) to bring the Gospel of Christ to 
our little part of the world. 

 

We can use our gifts by partnering with other churches in our conference and partnering with other church-
es in our community. The hope is that more churches will be able to interact and participate with one an-
other in the next year. 

 

We are 110 congregations strong in the Southern Illinois Synod of the ELCA!  Although some congregations 
may be getting smaller, this is not the only narrative: our churches are still alive in Christ, and active in com-
munities, and that is good news! 

 

Although many Central/Southern IL congregations are small, together we can make a difference. We have 
been invited to connect and share with other congregations through social media. 

 

This year’s assembly was well attended with 145 voting lay persons, 86 clergy and 46 guests totaling 277.  
That averages over 2 representatives from each congregation. It was so great to see Pastor Ken Tegtmeier 
and Nancy – they send their greetings to everyone. 

 

We had amazing Bible studies each and every day – a good reminder that the word is God, and Jesus is alive 
in the word to this day. There are still things to discover in readings!  

 

Support to our Central/Southern Illinois Synod goes many places: 

 

• Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center 

• Lutheran Campus Ministries 

• Seminaries (Wartburg Theological Seminary & School of Theology at Chicago) 

• LSSI (Lutheran Social Services of Illinois) 

• Central/Southern Illinois Synod Women Of the ELCA 
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• Youth Organizations 

• Mission Support 

• Social Ministry, Justice and Advocacy 

• New and Renewing Congregations 

• Global Mission (Madagascar) 

• Candidacy (New Pastors) 

• Adult Faith Formation 

• Leadership Support 

• Anti-Racism Working Group – a new branch of ministry that is very welcome 

 

In closing, we thank the Council and members of Resurrection for their faith and trust in us – it was an hon-
or and a privilege to be your representatives at this year’s Synod Assembly.  

 

We encourage each of you to be curious about our Synod and its many worthwhile mission efforts.  We 
found encouragement from our brothers and sisters in the Central/Southern Illinois congregations. We are 
not alone – we’re all in this together. 

  

As the hymn goes, “We all are one in mission, we all are one in call.” 

 

In Christ, 

Rich Kelley & Elyse Tillman 
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 Properties Committee (update) 

1. The replacement fence for the back of the church has been ordered and should be installed by 
mid-July. 

2. The exterior doors by the altar are slated to be adjusted and weather-stripping replaced to pre-
vent water from entering. 

3. We are getting quotes on replacing the front entrance doors. 
4. The HVAC in the Office/Narthex area has not been keeping up, lately.  A tech will be out to in-

spect the week of June 24th. 
5. The chairs in Young Hall are losing the little black rubber stops that keep the chairs from hitting 

when stacked.  If you find any, please give them to us. 
6. Weeding, trimming, picking up sticks and spraying weed killer on the parking lot continues. 
7. There were a couple of roofing shingles and some fascia replaced in June. 

 
Carol and Dan Callahan 

Tech Team (update) 
  
In the June 2024 issue of The Resurrectionist, there was an article dealing with the Wi-Fi at the 
church.  With the installation of our new A/V system came some growing pains.  There are 2 Wi-Fi networks 
at RLC.  One is the Main network, and the other is the Guest network.  Among other things, our new A/V 
system uses our Main network to broadcast the audio portion to those attending our services that use lis-
tening devices connected to their phones.   
 
By researching this, we have found that newer cellular phones can “hide” their MAC address (used to 
identify/allow access to the device on a network).  A typical MAC address looks like “af:18:d6:cd:47:3d” 
and is a unique hexadecimal set of characters.  These cell phones can send a Private (or fake) MAC address 
so the phone cannot be tracked.  During the recent car show, there were 10 “unknown” phones connect-
ed to our Main network.  There are security reasons why we do not want everyone connected to the 
Main network.  
 
Under Council’s approval, I have started blocking these “unknown” phones.  If you find you cannot access 
the Internet while at Resurrection, please check that you are on the Guest network (name: ATT360-Guest 
and password: voTe2019).  If you have trouble, just want someone to set this up for you, or feel you need 
access to the Main network, contact a member of the Tech team for assistance. I believe we can achieve a 
secure environment for our digital records without much trouble.  Then we can proclaim SUCCESS! 
  
Thanks, 
Dan Callahan (for the Tech Team), Tim Belfield & Rich Kelley 
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1    Wendy Reinbold 
3  Gary Neese 
9  Janet Broche 
21  Dan Tillman 
23  Brayden Broche 
28   David Brown 
29  Curt Bagwill 
       Taylor Neese 
31   Dan Callahan 

20  Robert and Judy Doerr 
21  Mark and Sharon Groh 
 
 

If you didn’t see your name listed for a Birthday or 
Anniversary, please email Neal Booth to be added. 
Thanks.  

Graceful Nails 

Graceful Nails at Evergreen Place Supported Living continues.  Please consider 
volunteering just an hour of your time with us on Saturday, July 27 at 1:45 
(100 Glenhaven Dr., Alton).  The ladies enjoy receiving simple hand pamper-
ing, have fun choosing their nail polish colors, conversing with you, and shar-
ing a good story or two.  No experience required. Good listeners are as im-
portant as nail painters or hand massagers.  Contact Sharon Groh with any 
questions at 402-432-3942 

A volunteer is needed to help expand our social media presence on 
both Instagram and X (formerly Twitter).  The accounts are already 
created, we just need someone to put life into them via posting.  If in-
terested, please contact Pastor Jan.  She can provide more details on 
the task.  Thanks. 
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FINANCIAL STATUS – May 2024 

We had a larger than expected offering last moth, so we are in the black for this month and for 

the year.  Praise God ! 

DEDICATED FUNDS BALANCE $82,583.26   

GENERAL FUNDS CASH FLOW $2,581.42   

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $18,282.74   

        

    

  5/1/2024 -  YEAR TO 

  5/31/2024 DATE 

GENERAL FUNDS DETAIL    

     Income    

          Offering  $12,447.38  $64,509.02  

          Lenten Offering    $1,803.21  

          Other Income  $1,419.71  $3,959.44  

     Total General Fund Income  $13,867.09  $68,468.46  

    

      Expenses    

          Benevolence  $275.00  $2,405.00  

          Building and Grounds  $2,618.58  $9,825.64  

          Christian Education  $0.00  $0.00  

          Church Mortgage  $2,608.00  $13,040.00  

          Evangelism  $0.00  $394.77  

          Insurance  $500.00  $2,500.00  

          Office  $329.53  $1,942.55  

          Personnel Costs  $645.39  $3,811.56  

          Personnel Salaries  $3,711.20  $23,186.45  

          Social Ministry  $562.97  $562.97  

          Stewardship Supplies  $0.00  $138.81  

          Worship  $35.00  $1,195.77  

     Total General Fund Expenses $11,285.67  $59,003.52  

General Funds Cash Flow  $2,581.42  $9,464.94  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

Scouts 7pm 

3 4 5 6 

7 

Adult Study 

9am            

Worship 10am 

8 

Young Hall in 

use 10am 

9 

Scouts 7pm-

Church Council 

7pm 

10 

Men’s Bible 

Study 6:30 pm 

11 

Men’s Club at 

Church 6pm 

12 13 

14 
Adult Study 9am           

Worship 10am 

2nd Sunday 

Brunch 11am 

15 

Young Hall in 

use 10am 

16 

Scouts 7pm 

17 18 

PI Meeting 

6:30pm 

19 20 

21 

Adult Study 

9am            

Worship 10am 

22 23 

Scouts 7pm 

24 25 26 27 

28 
Adult Study 9am           

Worship 10am 

Potluck Lunch-

eon 11am 

29 30 

Scouts 7pm 

31    

JULY 2024 

Rev. Jan S. Worms 
gracious@miwest.net 

Office Hours by appointment 
618-250-1608 

 

Graceful Nails 

1:45 pm 

Newsletter    

Deadline  
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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
1211 W. Homer Adams Pkwy. 
Godfrey, IL   62035 

  

 
 

Rev. Jan S. Worms, Interim 
 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
Neal Booth, President 

VACANT, Vice-President 
Teresa Droste, Secretary 
Kay Tucker, Treasurer 

At Large Members: Vicki Baggio, Wendy Reinbold,  
Alan Robertson, Margie Snep & Sherry Wyatt  

 

CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Ruth Wolter, Book Club 

Jim Lieber, Christian Education, Evangelism  
Pator Worms, Facebook and Social Media 

Carol Garner, Fellowship 
Kay Tucker, Finance  

John Droste, Financial Secretary 
Dan Garner, Men’s Group 

Keith Collier, Mutual Ministry 
Russell Henkhaus, Organist/Music Ministry 

Dan and Carol Callahan, Property 
Sharon Groh,  Social Ministry 

Dan Callahan, Streaming Services/Technology Team 
Neal Booth, Web Designer 
Pastor Worms, Worship 

 Rich Kelley, Faithful Innovations & Worship Cmte. 
 

Resurrectionist Editor:  
Neal Booth 
314-766-8782 cell 
618-433-1611 home 
mrteachme@yahoo.com 
 
The Resurrectionist  is a publication of  

Resurrection Lutheran Church, Godfrey, IL 
 
Address: 
1211 W. Homer M. Adams Pkwy. 
Godfrey, Illinois   62035 
 
Church Phone:  618-466-2788 
Church E-mail:  rlcelca23@gmail.com 
Web: http://www.resurrectiongodfrey.org  
 
LIKE Us on Facebook, Twitter & YouTube:  
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionChurchGodfrey  
https://twitter.com/LutheranIl  
www.youtube.com/channel/UCvX9AiTllQb2ZD76edJPifQ?  
 
Service Time: 
In-Person & Online 10AM  

https://resurrectiongodfrey.org/contact-us/
http://www.resurrectiongodfrey.org
https://www.facebook.com/ResurrectionChurchGodfrey
https://twitter.com/LutheranIl
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvX9AiTllQb2ZD76edJPifQ?

